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 It is the intent of the City of Palo Alto to be a 
sustainable community – one which meets its current 
needs without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs. In adopting this 
policy, the City of Palo Alto accepts its responsibility, 
through its operations, programs and services, to:  
–  Economy:  

Maintain a healthy, thriving and well-balanced 
economy.  

–  Social Equity:  
Improve the quality of life for all Palo Alto without 
adversely affecting others. 

–  Environment:  
Enhance the quality of the air, water, land and 
other natural resources by minimizing human 
impacts. 
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•  Climate Change and Adaptation  
•  Energy Supply and 

Conservation  
•  Water conservation and 

resource management  
•  Natural Environment  
•  Waste and Materials  
•  Built Environment  
•  Transportation 

Climate Protection Plan Areas of Focus 
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 5% reduction* for City Operations 
by 2009 – which we exceeded by 7% 
(reducing our emissions by 12%)  
•  5% reduction* City-wide and a 20% 
reduction for City Operations by 
2010 
• 15% reduction* City-wide by 2020 

• of 2005 levels 
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Zero Waste is a philosophy and 
design principle that goes beyond 
recycling by taking a whole 
system approach to managing the 
flow of resources through society.  
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Neighborhoods/Residences 

Stanford 

Nonprofits and 
Faith Groups 

Schools/Youth 

Government 

Business Community 

CEAP 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
the Community from 2005 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions from 
City Operations 2005 
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