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A diverse community of Cultivators

❖ We estimate there are between 40 and 60 
thousand grows in California. There is a 
broad range of practices. We organize 
commercial growers into 3 categories:  

❖ Criminal Growers: Public Lands; 
Trespass

❖ Unregulated Growers: Most growers are 
unregulated and/or forced into sub-
optimal relationships with dispensaries 
through collective agreements 

❖ Regulated Growers: very few of these. 
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About Cal Growers

❖ More than 1100 members 
statewide. 

❖ Primarily growers but also 
manufacturers, testing labs, 
distributors, delivery services 
and retailers

❖ Focus on cottage, specialty, 
small and mid-sized businesses 



So. Who are these unregulated growers?

❖ California is a global leader in cannabis 
and has been for generations.

❖ A multi-generational heritage of small 
farms that has been shaped by the 
legacy of prohibition.

❖ A significant and important segment of 
the marketplace is cottage growers.

❖ Wide variety of regions and varietals 
and significant economic diversity 
ranging from specialty, small and mid -
sized businesses. 

❖ Mostly owner operators



A license for every grower.

Outdoor Indoor Mixed-light

Cottage
Up to 25 plants Type 1C Type 1C Type 1C

Specialty
Up to 1/8 acre Type 1 Type 1A Type 1B

Small
Up to 1/4 acre Type 2 Type 2A Type 2B

Medium
Up to 1/2 acre

(1 acre for outdoor)
Type 3 Type 3A Type 3B


