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Q&A
• Submit questions for panelists through the Q&A 

module at any point during the webinar.
• Upvote questions that you are interested in hearing responses to.

Chat
• Engage in a dialogue with your peers – share resources, case 

studies, and best practices
• Reach out to LGC staff if you encounter technical issues or 

have questions about the SEEC Forum.
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TODAY’S WEBINAR

HOW DISADVANTAGED 
COMMUNITIES CAN TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF 
DEDICATED ENERGY AND 
CLIMATE OPPORTUNITIES

Purpose: To help local 
government practitioners 
better understand how to 
take advantage of State and 
regional opportunities to 
pursue energy and climate 
goals. 

Agenda (1:00 – 2:00 PM)
¡ Overview of CA Guiding Policies on DACs

¡ Using CalEnviroScreen for DAC needs
Walker Wieland, OEHHA

¡ Accessing DAC Opportunities through the CPUC/CEC/ARB 
Noemi Gallardo, CEC

¡ Accessing DAC Opportunities through CA Climate 
Investment/Cap & Trade Revenues 
Ena Lupine, Strategic Growth Council

¡ Local Case Study
Peter Pallesen, City of Ontario

¡ Q&A, Resources and Next Steps

Poll



OVERVIEW:  GUIDING 
POLICIES ON DACS
¡ Disadvantaged communities (DACs) refers 

to the areas throughout California which 
most suffer from a combination of 
economic, health, and environmental 
burdens. 

¡ DACs are one type of Environmental and 
Social Justice (ESJ) communities (per Gov. 
Code section 650.40.12.e)

¡ Not inclusive of all need
¡ Tribal communities
¡ AB 1550 Low-income communities
¡ Low income individuals within non-DAC 

communities
¡ Climate vulnerable communities



OVERVIEW:  GUIDING POLICIES ON DACS

¡ DACs are specifically targeted for investment of proceeds from 
the State’s cap-and-trade program, authorized by AB 32 
(2006) and administered by ARB, to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions

¡ SB 535 (2012) directs 25% of proceeds to benefit DACs, and 
directs CalEPA to identify DACs (using CalEnviroScreen)
¡ Approx. 2,000 (25%) of CA’s 8,000 census tracts are 

considered DACs, representing 9 million people (25% of 
CA’s population)

¡ AB 1550 (2016) modified investment minimums, requires 25% 
of proceeds to be spent on projects within DACs

¡ SB 350 (2015) calls upon CPUC to help improve air quality 
and economic conditions in DACs and create a DAC Advisory 
Group

“California is demonstrating we 
can combat climate change, 

create jobs, provide clean air, 
clean energy, and help 

revitalize our most polluted 
neighborhoods,” said Senate 

President pro Tempore Kevin de 
León, who authored SB 535.



OVERVIEW: DAC POLICIES DIRECT INVESTMENT TO DAC 
DESIGNATED COMMUNITIES THROUGH AGENCIES & PROGRAMS

Ratepayer funds regulated by 
the CPUC and administered by 

IOUs, CCAs, RENs, and CEC 
EPIC 

Cap & trade auction revenues 
managed by the California 

Climate Investment (CCI) and 
administered by ARB and other 

agencies

How can local governments with DACs take advantage of these dedicated energy/climate opportunities?   

Other State resources 
administered by State agencies 

e.g. CalEPA and ARB

Grants
Technical 

Assistance/Capacity 
Building

Services Research
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DRAFT—FOR INTERNAL DISCUSSION

CalEnviroScreen



What is CalEnviroScreen? 

§ Spatial analysis of 
relative burdens in 
California communities 
from pollution and 
population vulnerability

§ 20 indicators combined 
into a single score

§ Census tract scale
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16 Exposures:

Contact with 
pollution

Environmental Effects: 
Adverse environmental 
conditions caused by 

pollutants

Sensitive Populations:

Populations with 
biological traits or health 
status that may magnify 
the effects of pollutant 

exposures

Socioeconomic Factors:

Community characteristics 
that result in increased 

vulnerability to pollutants

CalEnviroScreen 
Components



Indicators

Pollution Burden Population Characteristics

Exposures
Environmental 

Effects
Sensitive 

Populations
Socioeconomic 

Factors

Ozone

Pesticide Use

Drinking Water 
Contaminants

PM2.5

Toxic Releases 
from Facilities

Diesel Particulate 
Matter 

Traffic

Asthma

Low Birth Weight Infants

Cardiovascular Disease

Educational 
Attainment

Linguistic Isolation

UnemploymentPoverty

Cleanup Sites

Hazardous Waste 
Generators and Facilities

Solid Waste Sites 
and Facilities

Groundwater 
Threats

Impaired Water 
Bodies

Housing Burden
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CalEnviroScreen Model
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