
Thank you for coming!

Please register, grab 
coffee, interact with 
posters, and network. 

We’ll begin shortly. 



PURPOSE
A streamlined and sustained 

communication and coordination hub to 
help regional and state leaders to work 

together more closely to elevate and 
catalyze place-based energy, climate, and 
land use progress and effectively leverage 
resources and investments where needed. 

REACH = Regional Energy and Climate Hubs

Welcome!
TODAY’S AGENDA
● Welcome and introduction 
● Panel discussion & activity: Characterizing 

energy, land use, and climate landscape in the 
Inland region

● State-led Knowledge Exchange 
Breakouts: efficiently help inform the 
following State policies, plans or programs

● Region-led Knowledge Exchange 
Breakouts: regional stakeholders share 
solutions on key topics 

● Lunch (provided)
● Key Discussion: Streamlining and Improving 

Engagement, Technical Assistance and 
Funding to Communities

● Assistance Lounge and Networking 
Reception

Welcome to the first regional convening of the 
State & Local Energy and Climate Coordination 

(SLECC)! 



Welcome!
Registrants

❖ 49: Local or Regional Governments
❖ 40: Nonprofits
❖ 34: State Agencies
❖ 6:   Tribes
❖ 4:   Academia
❖ 3:   State Senate Representatives
❖ 1:   Congressional Representative

+ 17 Assistance Providers



Panel Discussion
Characterizing energy, land use, and climate landscape in the Inland region

Realty/Planning Administrator
Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Karen Woodard

Director of Energy & Environmental Programs
Western Riverside Council of Governments

Casey Dailey

















Activity & Mingle
 What we learned from pre-convening survey…   please add detail to posters! 

Topic I need this I offer this
Energy efficiency, electrification (public sector) 24 25
Energy efficiency, electrification (res/commercial sector) 15 20
Renewable energy, storage and energy resilience (public sector) 23 26
Renewable energy, storage and energy resilience (res/commercial sector) 14 20
Electric vehicle and charging stations (public sector) 21 27
Electric vehicles and charging stations (res/commercial sector) 10 17
Utility capacity and grid management 20 7
Sustainable development, housing, and transportation planning and land use 23 20
Climate and/or energy action planning 27 29
Affordable housing, smart growth, planning and land use 23 22
Sustainable agriculture 15 13
Organizational development and grant writing 31 15
Climate adaptation and resilience planning 32 29
Climate adaptation and resilience implementation 29 23



Activity & Mingle
 What we learned from pre-convening survey - priorities, challenges, assets



Activity & Mingle
What we learned from 
pre-convening survey

At your table, select a 
notetaker, and help us fill in 
the table. Circle your group’s 
top priority, asset and 
challenge. 



State-led Knowledge Sharing



Agencies and engagement opportunities

Strategic Growth 
Council
We provide community 
climate investments to 
projects that promote 
sustainability, equity, 
economic prosperity, 
and higher quality of 
life for all Californians.

Engagement Opportunities
Open RFI: Streamline Infill Housing Development 

● Deadline: Dec. 31, 2024
● About: Seeking input on processes, permits, and other 

administrative actions that can be adjusted to create more 
flexibility and lower costs of infill housing. 

Guidelines Workshop: Round 9 of Affordable Housing Sustainable 
Communities Grant 

● Date: Monday, Dec. 9th, 2024
● Time: 9:30AM - 11:30AM
● Location: San Bernardino County Transportation Authority

Virtual Workshop: Shape 2025 Regional Roundtables with LCI & 
SGC

● Date: Friday, December 13, 2024
● Time: 10:30AM - 12:30PM
● About: You and regional stakeholders across the state will 

help inform the 2025 roundtable structure, format, and 
topics

https://sgc.ca.gov/news/2024/11-08.html
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/ahsc/
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AhyT8xIJBlRYsGC2Ta_qdybWsKALvJfpfqwLT6c-iq0qESaR7raR~Atx_sOA9A1w1BT0Azolu3Vzlh6uRsH62yACDRC-aagijZtJuOWzqkw1DiA
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/ahsc/


Agencies and engagement opportunities

Office
of Land Use and 
Climate 
Innovation
We strive to shift from 
exploitative economies, built 
environments, and policies 
to ones that are beneficial 
to all people and the 
planet.

Engagement Opportunities
● CA Fifth Climate Change Assessment 

Regional Engagement Events
● Climate Services Help Desk 
● General Plan Guidelines Update

○ Climate Action Plan TA
○ SB 1425 Open Space TA
○ Downtown Revitalization TA 



State agencies & engagement opportunities

Business, Consumer 
Services and 
Housing Agency 
(BCSH)
BCSH funds and facilitates the 
preservation and expansion of safe, 
affordable housing; advances statewide 
collaborative efforts to prevent and end 
homelessness; licenses and regulates over 
4 million professionals, businesses, and 
financial services; and safeguards and 
enforces California’s civil rights laws.



Agencies and engagement opportunities

Housing & 
Community 
Development
HCD’s mission is to promote safe 
and affordable homes in vibrant, 
inclusive, and sustainable 
communities for all Californians.  
The Department deploys billions 
to plan for, develop, and 
preserve housing at all 
affordability levels and 
implements state housing law 
through technical assistance, 
funding, and enforcement.

Engagement Opportunities
● Supporting implementation of 

EO-N-2-24 on infill housing and 
adaptive reuse. 

● Provide technical assistance and 
funding to regions and local 
governments to support planning for 
future housing.

● Leverage excess state sites and 
locally owned surplus lands for 
affordable housing.



Engagement Opportunities
The California Air Resources Board is 
leading the development of a 
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan 
under the U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grants program. There will be 
key opportunities to provide input and  
review the draft over the next year. For 
now, we invite all interested parties to fill 
out our California Climate Action Survey.

Agencies and engagement opportunities

CA Air 
Resource 
Board
CARB protects the 
public from the harmful 
effects of air pollution 
and developing 
programs and actions 
to fight climate change.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7qrlnYh3sUCkOMDMyYyHzOcMA77vNPdMgufc5dQMhWRUQTNYQk1OU0VHWjhGN1lQRzFZMTNPQ1NQWi4u


Agencies and engagement opportunities

California 
Public Utilities 
Commission 
CPUC regulates privately owned 
electric, natural gas, 
telecommunications, water, 
railroad, rail transit, and 
passenger transportation 
companies, ensuring that 
consumers have safe, reliable 
utility service at reasonable rates, 
protecting against fraud, and 
promoting the health of 
California's economy.

Engagement Opportunities
● Data Working Group
● Distribution Planning with IOUs
● Disconnections Proceeding (Phase 2 

Scoping Workshop 12/12)



Agencies and engagement opportunities

GO-Biz
Governor’s Office of 
Economic & Business 
Development serves as 
the state’s leader for job 
growth, economic 
development and 
business assistance 
efforts

Engagement Opportunities
● Energy Project Permitting Guidebook 

& Toolkit
● Business attraction, retention and 

expansion services
● Small business assistance
● International Trade 



Agencies and engagement opportunities

California 
Energy 
Commission
State’s primary energy 
policy and planning 
agency. The CEC also 
provides to projects that 
promote sustainability, 
equity, economic 
prosperity, and higher 
quality of life for all 
Californians.

Engagement Opportunities
● Draft Integrated Energy Policy Report 

(IEPR) comments due December 12
● Upcoming 

○ HEEHRA Phase II Design 
○ SB 100
○ Energy Equity Indicators 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/reports/integrated-energy-policy-report/2024-integrated-energy-policy-report-update


Agencies and engagement opportunities

State Treasurer’s 
Office
<Insert what you do>

Engagement Opportunities
<Insert active or pending engagement 
opportunities with links. Highlight what will 
be discussed in a breakout>



State-led Knowledge Exchange 
Introducing Breakouts 

● Owl: Aligning State and Regional Goals at the Nexus of Housing and Climate
○ Speakers: Strategic Growth Council; Department of Housing & Community 

Development; Business, Consumer Services and Housing Agency
● Flicker: State Climate Assessment and Resilience Resources

○ Speakers: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation; Strategic Growth Council
● Hummingbird: Climate Action Planning at the State and Local Level

○ Speakers: Air Resources Board; Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
● Hawk: Regional Challenges to Renewable Energy Deployment

○ Speakers: GO-Biz; Public Utilities Commission, Office of Land Use and Climate 
Innovation



State-led Knowledge Exchange 
“Aligning State and Regional Goals at the Nexus of Housing and Climate”

Strategic Growth Council - Sean Kennedy (Lead)
Housing and Community Development - Clay Kerchof

Business, Community Services, and Housing - Tawny Macedo 
Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation  - Aaron

Description: 
On July 31, 2024, Governor Newsom issued a new executive order (N-2-24) to accelerate and streamline 

infill development projects to transform undeveloped and underutilized properties statewide into livable 
and affordable housing for Californians. This session seeks to gather input from Tribes, local and regional 
governments, and advocacy organizations on processes, permits, and other administrative actions that 

can be adjusted to create flexibility and lower the per-unit cost of infill housing.
 

Objectives:
•Understand the housing-climate nexus in the IE

•Identify direct and indirect drivers of the costs of infill development and adaptive reuse
•Discuss potential local, regional, and State-led actions that can lower the cost of infill development>



REACH IE Breakout:
Aligning State and Regional Goals at 
the Nexus of Housing and Climate



1. California State vision for housing and climate

2. Overview of current State efforts and relevant agencies

3. Understand needs, challenges, and opportunities at the nexus of 

housing and climate in the region

Overview and objectives



Supporting Housing for All Californians

The State implements state housing 
policy through technical assistance, 
enforcements, and funding. 
Strategies to promote housing production 
and affordability:
● Increased housing needs 

allocations
● Removing barriers and streamlining 

requirements
● Planning incentives and 

enforcement
● Local surplus lands and excess 

state sites
● Grants and funding



Prohousing Strategies

Prohousing policies at the local level are 
needed to facilitate accelerated affordable and 
infill housing opportunity. 
● Create favorable zoning and land use 

policies 
● Accelerate housing production timeframes
● Reduce construction and development 

costs
● Provide financial subsidies or free waivers
● Align land use, climate, and transportation 

policies 



Executive Order N-2-24 on 
Infill Housing and Adaptive Reuse

Lowering Costs and 
Increasing Options for 

Infill Housing

Providing More 
Resources for Infill 

Housing and Adaptive 
Reuse

Providing Tools and 
Opportunities for Infill 
and Adaptative Reuse

Aligning Infill 
Development with 

State Climate Policies 



California Strategic Growth Council
Programs and Initiatives

Investment
 Programs

Integrated 
Policy and 
Planning

Collaborative 
Policy Initiatives

Capacity Building
and Technical 
Assistance



● Resolution adopted in 

December 2022

● Whole-of-Council commitment 

to accelerate progress toward 

the State’s housing, climate, and 

equity goals. 
1. Better utilize existing resources

2. Identify new tools and strategies

3. Improve coordination between State, 

local, federal, and Tribal partners

SGC Council Priority 3: 
Housing, Climate & Equity



LCI Goals
As the State’s Comprehensive Planning Agency, LCI studies future research and planning needs, 
fosters goal-driven collaboration, and delivers guidance to state partners and local 
communities, with a focus on land use and community development, climate risk and 
resilience, and economic development.

LCI creates general plan guidelines, technical advisories, best practices and plan 
alignment toolkits for general plans.

Current projects: 
● General Plan Guidelines Update
● Mainstreet/Downtown Technical Advisory document related to EO N-2-24 directive



1. Describe the relationship between housing and climate needs and 

goals in your region. 

2. What are the challenges with preserving and retrofitting existing 

housing, or building new housing, in ways that align with your climate 

goals? 

3. What opportunities do you see to simultaneously meet your region's 

housing and climate goals?

Breakout discussion



Request for Information to Streamline Infill Housing Development
●Response to EO N-2-24 on Infill and Adaptive Reuse
●The RFI seeks public input on potential processes, permits, and other 

administrative actions that can be adjusted to create more flexibility 
and lower costs of infill housing.

●SGC encourages responses from a wide range of individuals:
○researchers, practitioners, developers, financial institutions, 

community-based organizations, advocacy groups, tribes, and others with 
experience or expertise in infill development or adaptive reuse.

●Responses due December 31, 2024

Further opportunities for engagement

https://sgc.ca.gov/news/2024/11-08.html


State-led Knowledge Exchange 
“California Climate Assessment and Resilience Resources”

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI)  - Elea, Ben McMahan and Bryce 
Strategic Growth Council (SGC) - Sarah Newsham and Jessica Cervantes

Description: 
This session will provide an overview of the Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program 
climate resilience research portfolio and tools, and funding programs including future opportunities 

through the 2024 Climate Bond. Presentations will include updates on California’s Fifth Climate Change 
Assessment research portfolio, featuring the Tribal Research Program and examples from the Inland 

Desert Regional Synthesis Report Author Team; an overview of climate services tools and data resources 
to support planning and decision-making; and a presentation on SGC’s Community Resilience Centers 

and Transformative Climate Communities Programs. The teams welcome open discussion and Q&A



State-Led Knowledge Exchange: 
Guiding Principles

Goals:

• Share updates on State research, 
climate services and 
funding opportunities

• Present upcoming community 
engagement opportunities

• Discuss connections between 
State and Local actions, 
and opportunities to enhance 
collaboration

Questions to keep in mind: 

• How can the State best 
support your community's 
access to information and 
funding? 

• What opportunities do you 
see for collaboration?

• What else would you like us 
to know? 



CA Climate Change Assessment

December 5th, 2024



What are the 
California 

Climate Change 
Assessments?

California’s Climate Assessment is a 
multi-year research effort with 
government, academic, tribal, and 
community partners to generate new 
data, original research, and syntheses 
on the ways climate change impacts 
California’s diverse communities. 



Timeline



Regional Synthesis 
Reports

GOALS
• Support a community-led process 

• Produce actionable science & 
resources

• Implement a consistent 
framework across regions

• Synthesize statewide climate issues & 
uplift local priorities



Tribal Research 
Program

o Engage, consult, and partner with Tribal Communities

o Establish a Tribal Advisory Group

o Support tribally-led research through a Tribal Grant Program

o Develop a Tribal Synthesis Report

o Develop Tribally led Guidance on Collaboration and Protection 
of Indigenous Knowledge and Tribal Expertise



Connor Magee, 
Research and Data 

Application 
Manager-Climate 

Science Alliance, Pala 
Band of Mission 

Indians

Tiana 
Williams-Clausse
n, Wildlife 
Director, Yurok 
Tribe

Christina 
McDonald, 

Secretary, North 
Fork Rancheria of 

Mono Indians

Michael Shaver, 
Water Resources 
Director, Potter 
Valley Tribe 

Raymond Gutierrez, 
Eco-Cultural 
Ecologist, Wuksachi 
Indian Tribe

William “Yaan Yaan 
Eesh” Micklin, Chief 

Executive Officer, 
Ewiiaapaayp of Kumeyaay 

Indians

Dean Tonenna, VP Mono 
Lake Kootzaduka’a Indian 
Community Cultural 
Preservation Association

Program Goal: 
Establish a Tribal Advisory 

Group to ensure 
collaboration on 

Indigenous knowledge and 
tribal expertise

Tribal Advisory Group



Tribal and Indigenous Communities 
Report (4th Assessment)

“This report is the beginning of something 
truly innovative: a mutual invitation 
between tribes and the state to share 
learning with an urgent focus on climate 
action, incorporating traditional 
knowledges and practices. This synthesis is 
the starting point of a new productive 
climate conversation between tribes and 
the state” 

– page 10 of CA Fourth Climate Assessment Tribal and 
Indigenous Communities Report (2018)



Thank you!

Email us: climateassessment@opr.ca.gov

Visit our 
website

Sign up for 
our email list

Check out our 
new video

mailto:climateassessment@opr.ca.gov


[PLACEHOLDER] ID Report Engagement Slides













Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program (ICARP)

Climate 
Services
Ben McMahan
ben.mcmahan@opr.ca.gov



Vulnerable 
Communities 
Platform (VCP)
• Map climate hazard and social 
sensitivity data

• Compare existing vulnerability 
related tools

• Provide entry-level primer to 
resilience resources

• Provide examples and guidance 
for community users and 
organizations

Web-hub with data and guidance to help 
identify populations across the state most 

vulnerable to the impacts of climate change 



Adaptation 
Clearinghouse
• Searchable database of resources 
for climate adaptation 

• Includes planning guidance, case 
studies, and other resources 
intended to support decision 
making. 



Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program (ICARP)

Climate 
Services
Ben McMahan
ben.mcmahan@opr.ca.gov



Strategic Growth 
Council's
Community Resilience Centers (CRC) & 
Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) 
Programs & Upcoming Funding Opportunities



Upcoming Funding 
Opportunities 

Proposition 4 authorizes the state to borrow funding to 
support many programs including a few of those administered 
the California Strategic Growth Council – which are the 
Transformative Climate Communities Program (TCC), the 
Community Resilience Centers Program (CRC), and the Land 
Equity Task Force.   



“Funding…for the construction or retrofit of facilities to serve 
as community resilience centers that mitigate the public health 
impacts of extreme heat and other emergency situations 
exacerbated by climate change.” (SB 155, Committee on 
Budget and Fiscal Review, Chapter 258, Statutes of 2021).

• Emergency response and long-term resilience
• Integrated delivery of services
• Partnerships with CBOs and community residents
• Public process
• Prioritize projects located in and benefitting 

under-resourced communities 
• Statewide geographic diversity

Past recipients: Cahuilla Band of Indians, Inland Coalition 
of Immigrant Justice, City of Banning, and City of Coachella

General Fund Round 1: $97.6 million awarded 
to 24 communities
• 11 Planning Grants : $100,000 - $500,000 each
• 4 Project Development Grants: $500,000-$5M each
• 9 Implementation Grants: $1M - $10M each

Community Resilience Centers (CRC) 



Community-led transformation to enable the California 
communities most impacted by pollution to choose their own 
goals, strategies and projects to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and local air pollution.

• Partnerships with CBOs and community residents
• Select eligible project types

• Urban greening, affordable housing, transportation, 
microgrids, residential solar, and more

• Community engagement, workforce development, and 
displacement avoidance activities

• Economic, environmental, and health benefits with GHG 
reduction

Past recipients: City of Coachella, City of Moreno Valley, Riverside 
County, City of Indio, City of Riverside, Coachella Valley Association 
of Governments

Rounds 1-5:
$424 million awarded to 37 communities
• Planning: Up to $300,000
• Project Development: Up to $5 million
• Implementation: $10 - $66 million 

Transformative Climate Communities (TCC) 



This program invests in local, regional, and 
tribal heat reduction and mitigation 
efforts. Funding aims to: 

• Build capacity for heat action planning in the 
most heat-burdened communities through 
funding and technical support.

• Implement California’s Extreme Heat Action 
Plan.

 Newsletter Sign Up

Extreme Heat & Community Resilience Program



• More information to come on 
opportunities for engagement in 
2025

• SGC will strive to coordinate 
engagement across programs

• Areas for input:
• Application barriers and opportunities
• Program requirements
• Technical assistance
• Priorities for program changes

Upcoming Engagement Opportunities



Thank You!
CONTACT

CRC@sgc.ca.gov

LEARN MORE AT

TCC@sgc.ca.gov

sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/crc/

sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/tcc/

CRC Email List 
Sign Up

SIGN UP FOR PROGRAM UPDATES

TCC Email List 
Sign Up



State-Led Knowledge Exchange: 
Guiding Principles

Goals:

• Share updates on State research, 
climate services and 
funding opportunities

• Present upcoming community 
engagement opportunities

• Discuss connections between 
State and Local actions, 
and opportunities to enhance 
collaboration

Questions to keep in mind: 

• How can the State best 
support your community's 
access to information and 
funding? 

• What opportunities do you 
see for collaboration?

• What else would you like us 
to know? 



State-led Knowledge Exchange 
“Climate Action Planning at the State and Local Level” 

CA Air Resources Board - Sarah Jo Szambelan (Lead)
Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation - Nils Jepson

Description: 
This session will briefly present two state-level climate planning efforts and seeks local input that will help inform each. First, the 
Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI), formerly the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR), is 
beginning its periodic update of the General Plan Guidelines (Guidelines). The Guidelines serve as the “how to” document for cities 
and counties drafting or updating their general plans. One of LCI’s central goals in this newest update is to incorporate climate 
throughout, from land use to circulation. Second, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) is seeking initial input at the onset of the 
State’s Comprehensive Climate Action Plan under the U.S Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grants 
program. Both agencies would like to hear from representatives from the Inland Empire about their climate impact concerns, climate 
mitigation priorities, how climate planning is being or might be integrated into general plans, and any region-specific barriers or 
opportunities that have arisen in planning or other processes.



DECEMBER 5, 2024

California’s Comprehensive Climate Action 
Plan under U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grants (CPRG) program

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD 66



Overview of U.S. EPA’s CPRG Program

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD 67

The Climate Pollution Reduction Grants 
(CPRG) program provides nearly $5 billion in 
grants to states, local governments, tribes, 
and territories to develop and implement 
ambitious plans for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and other harmful air pollution. 
Authorized under Section 60114 of the 
Inflation Reduction Act, this two-phase 
program provides $250 million for 
noncompetitive planning grants, and 
approximately $4.6 billion for competitive 
implementation grants.



CPRG requires 3 plans over 4 years 
PCAP is complete, awards have been made, CCAP is next

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD
68

Priority Climate 
Action Plan 

(PCAP)
Submitted 3/1/24

Comprehensive 
Climate Action 

Plan (CCAP)
Due 12/1/25

Status Report
Due 7/20/27

Noncompetitive
Planning Grant

Competitive
Implementation 

Grant

Competitive 
applications

Submitted 4/1/24



Many awards made during CPRG competitive 
phase, and many projects still seeking support 

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD
69

NEW RESOURCE 

U.S. EPA’s Climate Action Funding 
Resource Guide, including for CCAPs
Investing in America: Climate Action 
Funding Resource Guide | US EPA

Snapshot of awarded projects

CPRG Implementation Grants: General Competition Selections | US EPA

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/investing-america-climate-action-funding-resource-guide
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/investing-america-climate-action-funding-resource-guide
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/cprg-implementation-grants-general-competition-selections


Collaborations with MSAs & Tribes

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD
70



Rough timeline for CCAP development

CCAP 
collaboration 
and outreach

2024 2025

Q4

Ongoing meetings with State agencies, MSAs, local governments, communities, Tribal Nations

Synthesis of existing climate targets, plans, and measures

CCAP 
Kick-off 
Webinar

CCAP “Road Show” 
(in-person & virtual 
meetings)

Dec. 1: 
Submit 
CCAP)

Draft 
CCAP 

Webinar 

Draft CCAP Public 
comment 

Incorporate 
public 
comment and 
finalize 

CCAP 
analysis and 
drafting

Potential sector 
specific workshops

Benefits analysis, workforce analysis, quantification of GHG 
measures, review of authority to implement, federal funding, etc.

Selection of GHG 
measures

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4



We want to hear from you

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD 72

• Please take and share our 
California Climate Action Survey!

• Find meeting materials and 
recording of this webinar at 
California’s CPRG webpage: 
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/us-epas-clim
ate-pollution-reduction-grant-progra
m-meetings-workshops  

• Email us at 
SarahJo.Szambelan@arb.ca.gov or 
ca.cprg@arb.ca.gov 

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/us-epas-climate-pollution-reduction-grant-program-meetings-workshops
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/us-epas-climate-pollution-reduction-grant-program-meetings-workshops
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/us-epas-climate-pollution-reduction-grant-program-meetings-workshops
mailto:SarahJo.Szambelan@arb.ca.gov
mailto:ca.cprg@arb.ca.gov


Questions for discussion

CALIFORNIA AIR RESOURCES BOARD
73

1. Which climate change impacts are of most concern in your region?

2. Which areas of climate action would you prioritize in your region 
(transportation, buildings, industrial, waste, agriculture, etc.)?

3. What barriers or opportunities do you see in moving climate action 
forward in your region?



Incorporating Climate:
GO-LCI’s General Plan Guidelines 
Update
Dec 5, 2024



Under Government Code section 65300, all 
cities and counties must adopt a 
comprehensive, long-term general plan for the 
physical development of their jurisdiction and 
any other land area outside of the jurisdiction 
that bears relation to its planning. 

Government Code section 65040.2 requires 
that OPR adopt and periodically revise 
the State General Plan Guidelines for the 
preparation and content of general plans for all 
cities and counties in California.

Background

https://opr.ca.gov/planning/general-plan/guidelines.html


Why update the general plan 
guidelines?
• Provide guidance on new and amended laws and executive orders, 

2017-2026;
• Provide guidance on new (optional) elements including: Urban Design 

& Placemaking, Water, and Natural & Working Lands  
• Make the Guidelines more interactive and user-friendly;  
• Expand the Implementation Chapter; and 
• Provide implementation tools/strategies, best practices, and sample 

policies in all chapters;
• Update the Guidelines with housing crisis in mind;
• Provide guidance to local jurisdictions on how to embed equity, 

environmental justice, health, climate resilience, and adaptation in 
all elements.



Integrating climate mitigation, 
adaptation, and resiliency.

● +/- of integrating CAPs w/ 
general plans

● Relationship between housing, 
climate, equity

● Using local zoning and planning 
authority to streamline climate 
actions

● Impact on tribal communities
● Exacerbation of existing 

inequalities 

● Health risk of extreme weather 
events on vulnerable populations

● Alignment with Integrated 
Climate Adaptation and 
Resiliency Program (ICARP)

● Economic impacts of climate 
events

● Nature-based solutions such as 
urban forestry



Final products

Comprehensively update and rewrite:  
• General Plan Guidelines 
• A Planner’s Guide to Specific Plans 
• OPR’s 2005 Tribal Consultation Guidelines
• Climate Action Plans Technical Advisory
• Open Space (SB 1425) Technical Advisory

Create an interactive website for the updated General Plan 
Guidelines

https://opr.ca.gov/docs/OPR_C7_final.pdf
https://californiareleaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/OPR-A-Planners-Guide-to-Specific-Plans.pdf
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/011414_Updated_Guidelines_922.pdf


Thank You!

CONTACT

nils.jepson@opr.ca.gov

If you would like to sign up 
for updates and/or be a 
key stakeholder in LCI’s 
update to the General 
Plan Guidelines, please 
email me!

STAY CONNECTED

@Cal_LCI

Governor's Office of Land 
Use and Climate 
Innovation (LCI)



Questions for discussion
Question 1: 
If you are a planner or work for a local government, how have you – or hope to – integrated 
climate into your general plan’s different elements (land use, circulation, open space, etc.), 
as well as their subsequent implementation? 
OR
If you work for a community-based organization or nonprofit, how have you collaborated 
with local government to integrate climate into your region’s general plan?
OR
If you are a researcher or academic, do you have any findings/insights on how to better 
integrate climate concerns into local general planning efforts?

Question 2:
What State resources or assistance could make it easier to update a region’s general plan? 
(i.e. What are some barriers in making a general plan update and how could the State 
assist?)



State-led Knowledge Exchange 
“Regional Challenges to Renewable Energy Deployment”

GO-Biz - Rohimah Moly (Lead)
California Public Utilities Commission - Chris Moore and Hope Christiansen

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation - Natalie Kuffel

Description: 

Go-Biz survey and toolkit & incentive program
CPUC high DER

LCI Judicial streamlining
 



REACH - Inland Empire
12.05.2024 

GO-BIZ Energy Project Permitting  
Guidebook & Toolkit
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GO-Biz Energy Unit 

• Created in 2021 
 

• Accelerate the planning, financing, and execution 
of critical energy infrastructure projects

• Work with energy project developers and load-serving entities to 
identify barriers to construction and development of critical 
energy infrastructure projects 
 

• Make recommendations to relevant state agencies on how to 
overcome those barriers
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Tracking Energy Project Development  
• Executive Order in 2021 directed energy 

agencies to coordinate on deployment of 
clean energy projects to reach reliability 
and climate goals.  
 

• TED Task Force|Joint interagency effort to 
provide project development support for 
new energy projects expected to come 
online in the near-term

 

Challenges to Renewable Energy 
Project Deployment 

� Permitting
� Supply Chain 
� Interconnection/Transmission
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2024 | MWs Installed
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Expected New Energy Resources 

Source: CA Public Utilities Commission 
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GO-Biz Energy Project Permitting Guidebook & Toolkit 

• Funding in 2022-23 Budget Act
• Establish best practices and produce 

documentation to increase transparency 
and alignment of local jurisdiction 
permitting processes to significantly reduce 
barriers for deployment of energy projects
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Approach to Developing Guidebook & Toolkit   

• Assess local jurisdictions permitting processes for large-scale 
renewable projects

 • Report on findings 
 

• Develop toolkit that will include
✔ smart practices
✔ approaches for process improvements
✔ strategies that enhances connectivity b/w 

responsible entities
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Stakeholder Input 

Survey Link: https://tinyurl.com/go-biz 

Survey QR Code

https://tinyurl.com/go-biz


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Judicial 
Streamlining
Natalie Kuffel 
Deputy Director, Planning and Climate Policy 



Judicial Streamlining Program Overview
The Judicial Streamlining Program accelerates judicial review for 
projects certified by the Governor, reducing CEQA lawsuit delays from 
3-5 years to ~270 days. Certified projects may also gain better financing 
and federal funding opportunities.

Key Legislation:
• SB 7 (2021): Streamlines projects over $100M or those providing 

affordable housing.
• SB 149 (2023): Expands eligibility to certain infrastructure projects.



Clean Renewable Energy Generation
Definition: Generates electricity exclusively through wind or solar (PRC 21180(b)(2)).
Fees: OPR: $39,000, Trial Court: $180,000, Court of Appeal: $215,000

Environmental Leadership Development Project (SB 7) Requirements:
• Invest ≥ $100M in California (PRC 21183(a)(1))
• Create high-wage, skilled jobs (PCC 2601(d))
• Comply with waste recycling laws
• Enforceable CEQA mitigation measures
• GHG Criteria: No net GHG emissions, including from employee transport 

(21183(c)(1)).

GHG Mitigation Order:
1. Direct emission reductions from the project
2. Local emission reductions (same air district)
3. Local offsets: real, permanent, verifiable
4. Offsets with direct regional environmental benefits

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/#energy-regen-block


Energy Infrastructure
Definition: Projects including renewable energy sources, energy storage systems, related 
components, and electric transmission from zero-carbon resources (PRC 21189.81(c)).
Fees: OPR Rulemaking coming; Trial Court: $180,000 and Court of Appeal: $215,000 (private 
applicants only)

Green Infrastructure Project (SB 149) Requirement:
•Binding agreement to mitigate environmental impacts in disadvantaged communities.
GHG Criteria:

•No net GHG emissions, including from employee transport (21189.83(a)).

GHG Mitigation Order:
1. Direct emission reductions from the project
2. Local emission reductions (same air district)
3. Local offsets: real, permanent, verifiable
4. Offsets with direct regional environmental benefits

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/#energy-inf-block


Energy Infrastructure
Additional Requirements:

•Hydrogen and biomass projects do not qualify
•The following projects must use a skilled and trained workforce (PCC 2601(d)) and pay 
construction workers greater than or equal to the prevailing rate of per diem wages for their work 
type and geographic area 21189.81(d)(2):

• Solar photovoltaic (PV) and terrestrial wind projects with a capacity of 20 Megawatts (MW) 
or more

• Energy storage projects with a capacity of 80MW or more
• Thermal energy powerplants with capacity of 50MW or more
• Manufacture of renewable energy systems or components thereof via a capital investment 

of $250 million or more over five years
• Electric transmission lines connecting any of the above to an interconnected transmission 

system

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/#energy-inf-block


Application Process

1. Submit your interest form
2. Gather application materials according to the guidelines and statutory requirements.
3. Submit applications to California.Jobs@opr.ca.gov and label application as “Draft” or 

“Final” in the subject line of the email.
4. Format all application materials according to State and federal accessibility 

requirements.

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/application.html
https://forms.office.com/g/KFLAbCqf1W
mailto:California.Jobs@opr.ca.gov


Thank You!
CONTACT
California.Jobs.ca.gov 

lci.ca.gov
LEARN MORE AT

STAY CONNECTED

@Cal_LCI

Governor's Office of Land 
Use and Climate 
Innovation (LCI)



Region-led Knowledge Exchange 
Introducing Breakouts 

● Owl: Clean Transportation
○ Speakers: Center for Sustainable Energy, GRID Alternatives, City of Palm Springs

● Flicker: The Real Drivers of the Energy Affordability Crisis
○ Speakers: Western Riverside Council of Governments, San Diego Community 

Power, The Energy Coalition, City of Colton Electric Utility
● Hummingbird: Decarbonizing Homes and Buildings

○ Speakers: Los Angeles County, South Coast AQMD, City of Palm Springs
● Hawk: Community and Energy Resilience

○ Speakers: Morongo Band of Mission Indians, Western Riverside Council of 
Governments, Desert Healthcare District



Clean Transportation 

Clean Mobility Program 
Specialist

GRID Alternatives

Norah Kyassa

Director, Transparency & 
Insights

Center for Sustainable Energy

Kara Crohn

Director
City of Palm Springs, Office of 

Sustainability

Lindsey-Paige McCloy



Clean Transportation
Inland SoCal – Let’s Make it Happen!

December 5, 2024

Kara Crohn, Research Director
Data Visualization, Program Evaluation, User Experience, Market Research



About Center for Sustainable Energy
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Focus   Accelerate adoption of clean transportation and distributed energy through 
    effective and equitable program design and administration 

Clients Governments, utilities and the private sector 

Approach Data-driven and software-enabled approach 
Deep domain expertise 
Customer-focused team
Fee-for-service business model ensures independence 

Vision A future with sustainable, equitable and resilient transportation, buildings 
and communities

We have one mission – Decarbonize.®



$4B+ Program Management Portfolio
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EV Incentive Programs: $2.3B+

∙ CA – Clean Vehicle Rebate Project  
∙ CT – CHEAPER 
∙ DE – Clean Vehicle Rebate Project  
∙ MA – MOR-EV 
∙ NJ – Charge Up New Jersey 
∙ NY – Drive Clean NY & Truck Voucher 
∙ OR – Clean Vehicle Rebate Program 
∙ VT – PEV, Replace Your Ride, E-Bikes 
∙ Utility EV programs (PG&E, SCE)

Over 600,000 rebated vehicles

EV Charging Incentive Programs: $500M

∙ CA – CALeVIP
∙ MA – MassEVIP
∙ NJ – Residential Charger Program
∙ NY – Charge Ready New York
∙ PA  – EVSmart

Distributed Energy: $1.3B

∙ CA   – Solar on Multifamily 
Affordable Housing 

∙ CA – Self-Generation Incentive 
Program

∙ TBA - Solar For All programs

8,400 projects funded 

Funding issued for:
6,000+ L2 chargers
1,400+ DCFC connectors 



Let’s Take the Lead on Clean Transportation
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Incentivize 
local market 
transformation

Build
our own 
infrastructure

Advocate 
for cohesive 
policy

Work 
Together for 
win-win 
innovations

In Inland SoCal, we can leverage our assets to advance clean transportation 
for our communities and beyond.



Transportation is the largest source of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG) (U.S. EPA, 2022)

• 57% Light-duty (LD) 
• 23% Medium- and heavy duty (MD/HD)
• 20% Aircraft, Other, Rail, Ships and Boats

An EV can save a driver $6,000-$12,000 over vehicle lifetime vs. gas car 
(Consumer Reports, 2023)

No tailpipe emissions -> less pollutants -> fewer premature deaths 
(Choma et al)

Why Clean Transportation Matters

Climat
e

Money

Health
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https://www.epa.gov/greenvehicles/fast-facts-transportation-greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/CR_EVSavings_FACTSHEET_6.2023.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016041202031970X


Over 10 years, California LD EV incentives have helped transform the market.

Why Incentivize EVs?
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EV and charging infrastructure adoption is growing, but we will still need 
incentives to meet our decarbonization goals.

Why Incentivize EV and EVI in Inland SoCal?

• Inland SoCal is behind the rest of the state in LD EV and EVI 
adoption

• 11.5% of all cars and trucks registered in California (CA Department of Motor Vehicles, 2022)

• 9.3% of all EVs registered in California (CA Department of Motor Vehicles, 2022)

• 4.3% in San Bernardino County

• 5% in Riverside County

• Combined, Riverside and San Bernardino counties have 

• 2x less L2 EV charging than San Diego County 

• 40% more DCFC charging (mostly on long distance routes)

• MD/HD EV and EVI sales are increasing due to regulatory pressure, 
but cost is an order of magnitude greater than LD
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Goal
100% zero-emission

LD sales
2035

MD/HD 
sales
2045

https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv-research-reports/research-development-data-dashboards/vehicles-registered-by-county/


Statewide
• 150,000 public or shared 

private chargers installed

• 500,000 at home chargers

Inland SoCal
• Our region is behind LA, 

Orange, and San Diego 
Counties in available 
public chargers 

Inland SoCal Needs More Charging Options
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 California Energy Commission (2023). Electric Vehicle Chargers in California. Data last updated 8/28/2024. Retrieved 11/24/2024 from https://www.energy.ca.gov/zevstats

SoCal 
Only

https://www.energy.ca.gov/zevstats
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San Bernardino County: 19,905

LD EV incentives issued in Inland SoCal:

Riverside County: 23,819

Imperial County: 232

https://calzevinsights.org/ 

https://calzevinsights.org/


Thrive Inland SoCal 
Regional Economic Plan’s 
Clean Tech and Advanced 
Manufacturing strategies 
support pathways for 
skilled workforce in 
clean transportation

Regional Plan Focus on Clean Tech, Manufacturing, and 
Cybersecurity Will Support Ecosystem of Related Jobs
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Using logistics as an example…

• Regional charging hubs near logistics facilities can create opportunity for more 
efficient use of charging resources by generating constant electrical demand

• As logistics industry automates…

• Advanced manufacturing can use logistics spaces and build products for 
clean transportation industry 

• We can replace lower-wage jobs with higher-wage, higher skilled jobs in 
manufacturing, EV and EVI higher-voltage operations, cybersecurity to 
protect infrastructure assets

• Training and workforce development pipelines linking training to 
apprenticeships and degrees/credentials support career pathways

• CSU San Bernardino is training cybersecurity and IT professionals

• RCCD trains electricians and EV/EVI workforce



Advocate for Coherent Policies that Support Communities 
and Clean Tech Ecosystem
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Inland SoCal collaboratives need to advocate for policies that will help efficiently accelerate clean power 
options

Concerns…
• Growing electric demand must be carbon-free by 2045: 

SCE increased 10-year growth forecast by another 35%

• Significant barriers to establishing strong distributed 
energy systems with charging that benefit communities 
(permitting delays, power sharing, grid capabilities) 

• Risk of technology obsolescence for expensive, long-term 
MD/HD electrification investments (water district fleets, 
drayage fleets)

• Workforce not prepared to address operations and 
maintenance needs

Policy changes could help… 
• Support distributed generation projects with power 

sharing agreements and clean air commitments for 
communities that host charging hubs – leverage 
commercial/industrial locations for solar+storage 

• Continue to ensure that tribal communities have true 
sovereignty over transportation and building 
electrification choices 

• Make sure it costs more for companies to pay penalties 
for polluting MD/HD trucks than it would to install and 
maintain MD/HD charging infrastructure 

• Support apprenticeship and training and job placement 
programs for local EV/EVI workforce 



We must work together across sectors and interests to secure funding for 
Inland SoCal clean tech projects that improve work, life, and transportation

How can you make change happen? 
• Which specific communities and organizations are willing to pitch a collaborative clean energy and 

transportation project? 

• Which partnerships can support career pathway development in clean transportation?

• What funding sources can you help bring to the region?

Work For Win-Win Innovative Projects
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Thank you 

Thank you to colleagues who informed this presentation: 

• CSE: Rick Teebay, Stephanie Furnish, Cori Erickson, Daniel Flores, Cecilia De La Fuente Chavez, Crista Gregg

• AQMD: Todd Warden

• IEGO: Matthew Mena

• IELI: Hillary Jenks

• GreenLane Infrastructure: Andrea Pratt

• LA County Sanitation Districts: Diane Engler

• Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency: Jesus Martinez Ramirez



Current EV and EVI Incentives for Inland SoCal
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Vehicles
∙ Driving Clean Assistance Program

∙ EV purchase incentive
∙ Financing assistance
∙ Scrap and replace option - Clean Cars 4 All

∙ SCE Pre-Owned EV Rebate
∙ Used EV incentive

∙ Replace Your Ride
∙ EV voucher

∙ Hybrid and Zero-Emission Truck and Bus Voucher Incentive 
Project
∙ Funding open for Transit, Drayage truck, Innovative 

Small e-Fleets (rent, lease, truck-as-a-service)

Infrastructure
∙ Driving Clean Assistance Program

∙ Home charging and public charging incentives
∙ SCE Charge Ready Home

∙ Panel upgrade to support charging
∙ CALeVIP

∙ Incentives to install publicly-accessible EV chargers
∙ 2025: DC fast charger program begins

∙ Communities in Charge
∙ Incentives to install private and public L2 chargers



128

• The CALeVIP program is helping increase LD 
public charging throughout Inland SoCal

• Likely offering new DCFC funding in 2025

• Projects can take 18+ months to complete

https://calevip.org/rebate-statistics 

https://calevip.org/rebate-statistics
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Substantially more L2 than DCFC funded to 
date

• Intentional investment in equity communities
• Desert regions underserved

https://calevip.org/rebate-statistics 

https://calevip.org/rebate-statistics
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California Energy Commission 2024. California Energy Commission MDHD ZEV Station Development in California - 
Beta Version. Data Last Updated October 8, 2024. Retrieved 11/27/2024 from 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/energy-almanac/zero-emission-vehicle-and-infrastructure-statistics-collection/
mdhd-zev.

Beta Version of Dashboard
• Includes locations under 

development and operating
• Estimated transit infrastructure 

included in private charging and 
infrastructure totals

Medium-and Heavy-Duty Zero Emission Vehicle Charging and Hydrogen Infrastructure



December 5th, 2024 

Communities in 
Charge: EV Charging 
Installation Incentive 
Program



● At GRID, we believe that a successful 
transition to clean energy must include 
everyone.

● GRID’s core areas of work include solar & 
storage, clean mobility, workforce 
development, and policy.

● GRID Alternatives helps underserved 
communities achieve their clean energy 
goals while providing financial savings 
and job training opportunities to 
improve their members' quality of life. Image: Menominee Sustainable Development Institute 

Photo Credit: Tribal Solar, Instagram, 8 August. 2024 

About GRID Alternatives



Why Does My Community 
Need Clean Transportation?  



Air Pollution in the Inland Empire

Image: Most Polluted Places To Live Ozone Ranking 
Image Credit: American Lung Association State of the Air 2024 
Report, American Lung Association, 2024. 

● According to the American Lung 
Association, the Inland Empire has 
the highest concentrations of 
ozone pollutants in the country 

● Continued exposure to particulate 
pollutants include: increased health 
risks, such as decreased lung 
capacity and asthma, 
disproportionate environmental 
burden for communities of color, 
and wildlife & ecosystem 
degradation. 



Benefits of EVs and EV Charging Stations

Savings on gas & 
maintenance

Reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions  

Clean air & health 
benefits



Level 1
120V

1-3 miles charged 
per hour

Background: What are the types of electric 
vehicle charging stations (EVCS)?

Level 2
240V

10-25 miles charged 
per hour

Level 3
Fast Charger

Up to 300 miles 
charged per hour



Communities in Charge

Incentives for Level 2 EV Chargers
Where Communities Live and Gather

 Funding Wave 3 is open from November 14th, 2024 
to January 31st, 2025 with $30M in available 

funding. 



Program Partners

Implementer Funder Equity and Outreach 
Partner

Application 
Processing



$30M

Spring 2023: Funding 
Wave 1 

$38M

Fall 2023: Funding 
Wave 2  

$30M 

NOW OPEN: Funding Wave 3  

TBD

Future Funding Waves 

Communities in Charge Funding Waves



Funding Wave 3 Regional Allocations 

Region Proportion of Funds

Northern $5,000,000

Southern $10,000,000

Eastern $6,000,000

Central $9,000,000



Key Program Details 
Rebate eligibility: 
● Sites must install a minimum of 4 

connectors & up to a maximum of 20 
connectors at each project site
○ Workplaces and multi-family housing 

may install up to a maximum of 40 
connectors

● Applicants may apply for multiple project 
sites

● Applicants must select from the lists of 
eligible equipment and network providers

Sample of eligible project costs: 
● Level 2 charging equipment 
● Planning and engineering design
● Electric panels and transformers
● Warranties from the OEM
● Service level agreements (SLAs) to maintain 

& repair the charging stations
● Networking agreements
● Demand management equipment and 

software
● Installation materials such as wires, 

conduit, etc.
● ADA upgrades required for the EV chargers
● On-site project signage

https://thecommunitiesincharge.org/all-chargers/
https://thecommunitiesincharge.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Participating-Network-Providers-November-2024-11.15.24-ADA.pdf


Project Site Eligibility

Examples of eligible project sites:
● Government buildings: City halls, community centers, libraries, 

public parks
● Hospitals, clinics, and other healthcare facilities
● Houses of worship
● Parking lots and parking garages
● Vehicle yards for light-duty fleet vehicle charging
● K-12 schools, colleges, universities, and school district offices
● Workplace parking
● Multi-family housing (5+ units)

All applicants must be:
● The property owner, lessee, or authorized representative
● The one who incurs the cost of the project 

➔ Most commercial, local government, and multi-family project sites are eligible
➔ Charging may be private (ex. for employees or tenants only) or publicly available for all



  
 



Incentive Amounts

*An eligible Tribal Applicant whose Multi-Family Housing Project Site is located on Tribal lands may be eligible to 
receive $12,000 per eligible connector towards eligible costs.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Incentive stacking is not permitted except applicants may participate in federal tax credit 
incentive programs or California Air Resources Board (CARB) Low Carbon Fuel Standard Program (LCFS)

      Eligible Incentives for Level 2 EVSEs Amount Per Connector 

Base Incentive Up to $6,500 or 100% of eligible project costs, 
whichever is less 

Multi-family Housing Project Additional $2,000 towards eligible costs* 

Project site for Tribal government, Tribal entity, or 
non-governmental organizations serving Tribal 

communities 

Additional $3,500 towards eligible costs 



Communities in Charge 
Application Process  



Required:

Optional:

Not Applicable:

Readiness Tiers & Application Checklist 
Required Documents Checklist Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Site Verification Form

Final Site Design

Issued Building Permit

Preliminary Site Design

Building Permit Application 

Community Connection Documentation 

Letters of Support 



Rubric Points 

Note: All rubric scoring is secondary to your readiness tier.



Application Scoring: Readiness Tier & Rubric 
Score 



Preparing an application for 
Communities in Charge  

1. Get to 
know 

your key 
partners

2. Get to 
know 

your site

3. Get to 
know 
your 

budget

4. Prepare 
your 

application 
& 

documents



Application Best Practices 
1: Connect with GRID Alternatives as early as 
possible for questions about getting started.

2: Work with an EVITP-certified contractor to get an 
initial site assessment. Many contactors will perform 
the site assessment for little or no cost.

3: If your site is eligible, apply as a Community 
Connection to boost your application score. 

4: Review the application checklist to determine 
what readiness tier best fits your project timeline 
and needs.

Bonus: Support EV and Level 2 charger adoption in 
the Inland Empire by spreading the word about the 
Communities in Charge program.



Thank You! 

Fill out the interest form below to learn more:

Be sure to check our booth in the Assistance Lounge!



Clean Transportation in the City of Palm Springs

Lindsey-Paige McCloy
City of Palm Springs, Office of Sustainability

REACH IE
4 December 2024



Who's Coming and Going?

WE ARE 
HERE

AIRPOR
T

INTERSTATE TO RIVERSIDE, 
LA, BLYTHE, AZ

JOSHUA TREE/HIGH 
DESERT TOWNS UP HERE

HUGE 
MOUNTAIN

"THE 
WASH"

AMTRAK 
STA.



Transportation System Players



Transportation Emissions and Goals

Transportation – 
53%

• Transportation makes up the largest single 
share of our emissions 

• Citywide, we're in alignment with the State's 
goals of an 85% reduction by 2045 and a 40% 
reduction by 2030

• Reductions in total transportation GHG 
emissions to date can generally be attributed to 
improving fuel economy standards

• We're focused on the following areas:
• Increasing active transportation
• Increasing the share of EV trips for private 

vehicles and our City fleet

2020 Estimated 
GHG



Project Example: Electric Vehicle Infrastructure

• High rate of EV ownership and rental
• City-owned chargers have been provided since 

2011!
• About half of the stations on this map are 

City-provided stations
• Until summer 2022, all L2 stations provided 

free charging
• Currently, about half of the City-provided 

chargers were installed through a license 
agreement

• 2023 and 2024 – intense focus on maintenance
• Went from a 40% available rate to 90%
• It Is Possible and You Can Fix Them



More Data!  Transportation Habits

Primary Mode of Transportation
Car (Gas) 68.84%
Electric or 
Hybrid Vehicle

20.47%

Motorcycle / Moped 0%
Public Transit 2.79%
Bike 2.79%
Walking 4.19%
Rideshare (Uber, Lyft,..) 0%

Carpool 0.47%
Other 0.47%

Secondary Mode of 
Transportation
Car 15.81%

Motorcycle / 
Moped

1.86%

Bike 24.65%

Walking 31.6%

Rideshare (Uber, 
Lyft,...)

20.93%

Carpool 8.37%

Other 6.98%



Project Example: Heat and Shade Study

• Our Climate Action Roadmap requires a shift 
away from single-occupancy fossil fueled 
vehicles toward active, shared, low-carbon 
transportation

• Our climate can make that difficult, especially 
due to the characteristics of our population

• We recently received grant funding to execute a 
study to understand:

• How does heat impact our transportation 
network?

• Is shade distributed equitably in our city?
• How might we improve heat safety to 

encourage low-carbon transportation?



Thank You!  

Lindsey-Paige McCloy
City of Palm Springs, Office of Sustainability



The Real Drivers of the Energy Affordability Crisis

Director of Policy and 
Planning

The Energy Coalition

Marc Costa

Director of Energy & 
Environmental 

Programs
WRCOG

Casey Dailey

Environmental 
Conservation 

Supervisor
City of Colton

Jessica Sutorus

Senior Legislative 
Manager
San Diego 

Community Power

Patrick Welch



Colton Electric
Publicly Owned Utility

       Celebrating 130 years 



Colton Electric Utility Introduction

Colton Demographics

Population- 56,000

Service Area- 16 sq. miles

16,500 -Residential Rate-payers 

2700- Commercial Rate-payers

Colton is located along 

Interstate 10 in Southern 

California, about 60 miles 

east of Los Angeles.

 Celebrating 130 years 



 Celebrating 130 years 

WHAT IS A PUBLICLY-OWNED UTILITY?
Your Electric Utility in the City of Colton is not a private for-profit company, it is a not-for-profit public utility, which 

means we are focused solely on providing quality and competitively priced power service to our community.

• Publicly owned by you, the Colton 

community!

• Meeting the electricity needs of Colton’s 

businesses and community since 1895

• Being public means Colton Electric has 

accountability & transparency with our 

community



 Celebrating 130 years 

WHERE DOES COLTON’S POWER COME FROM?
Before it gets to you, the Colton Electric rate-payer, the power for our city is pulled from many sources, with the goal 

of making Colton as sustainable as possible. These sources of power are called the Power Mix.

• 50% comes from near-zero carbon sources 

like solar and wind

• 88.5 MW total power

• Over 13 locations across 3 states

• For more information about where your 

power comes from, go to coltononline.com



 Celebrating 130 years 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS TO THE COMMUNITY?
As a Public Utility, Colton Electric is able to invest in programs and infrastructure improvements for our community 

that go beyond our primary goal of providing reliable and affordable electricity. 

• 100% focused on local goals

• Boosts local employment

• Sustainability efforts make Colton a safer, cleaner, 

healthier place to live for you and your family

• Electric Utility revenues help fund critical city services

• Community investment in programs like Low Income 

Community Solar and charging stations for Electric 

Vehicles



How Colton Identifies Energy Equity Programs
Demographics are important - we have two ways to receive data:

1. From the Economic Development staff 
(Colton received data from ESRI)

2. State Department of Finance, in 
California Cal EnviroScreen 4.0 

• Home Ownership Vs 
Rentals

• % of low-income and State data
• Housing stock: age of the 

homes

 Celebrating 130 years 



QUESTIONS?

Jessica Sutorus
Environmental Conservation Supervisor
jsutorus@coltonca.gov | 909.370.5561



Decarbonizing Homes and Buildings

Planning and Rules Manager
South Coast AQMD

Heather Farr

Program Manager
ISD, County of Los Angeles

Frederick Chung

Housing Services Administrator
City of Palm Springs

Ariel Tolefree Williams



Equitable Building Decarbonization 
Program Direct Install - GFO-23-404

Presented at the November 13, 2024 Business Meeting



Benefits to Californians

Reduce Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions from Buildings Advance Energy 

Equity

Improve Resiliency 
to Extreme Heat

Improve Air Quality Improve Energy 
Affordability

Support Grid 
Reliability

Support Local 
Workforce
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Building Decarbonization and Equity

Building decarbonization must prioritize low-income, 
disadvantaged, and tribal communities, who bear the highest 

energy burden and have suffered the most from historical 
environmental injustices, economic disparities, and the current 

climate crisis.

- Equitable Building Decarbonization Direct Install Program Guidelines
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Equitable Building Decarbonization 
Program Subprograms

Statewide 
Direct 
Install 

Program

Tribal 
Direct 
Install 

Program

Statewide 
Incentive 
Program 

(GoGreen 
Financing)

$412.95 million 
(State funds)

+
$154.25 million 
(Federal HOMES 

funds*)

$30 million 
(State 
funds)

$30 million 
(State 
funds)

* Federal funds contingent on U.S. Department of Energy approval
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Statewide Direct Install Program 
Timeline and Public Process

Public 
Process to 
Develop 

Guidelines

Dec 2022 – 
Fall 2023

Guidelines 
Adopted

Oct 2023

Public 
Workshop 
on Draft 

Solicitation

March 2024

Solicitation for 
Regional 

Administrators 
Released

April 2024

Regional 
Administrator 
Applications 

Due

June 2024

Notice of 
Proposed 
Awards 
Posted

Aug 2024

We are 
here!

Proposed 
Adoption of 

Regional 
Administrator 
Agreements

Nov 2024

Program 
Launch 

(Retrofits 
Begin)

Spring/Summer 
2025

� 5 regional workshops
Fresno, Indio, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Santa Rosa

� 5 online-only workshops
� 2 tribal listening sessions
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Statewide Direct Install Program 
Overview

• Single-family
• Multifamily
• Manufactured and mobile homes

Low-Income Households

• Disadvantaged communities
• Low-income communities

First phase of the program will serve “Initial Community Focus Areas”

Underresourced Communities

The direct install program will serve…
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Initial Community Focus Area Criteria

Local partnerships Likelihood of bill savings 
from decarbonization

High energy burden Vulnerable to extreme heat, high 
fire risk, air pollution

Underserved by existing programs 175



Eligible Measures

Heating and Cooling

• Heat pump
• Duct testing/sealing
• Smart thermostat
• Ceiling fan, whole-house fan

Building Envelope

• Insulation
• Air sealing
• Solar window film

Water Heating

• Heat pump water heater
• Low-flow showerheads and faucets

Cooking, Laundry

• Induction range or cooktop
• Electric clothes dryer

Air Quality, Lighting

• Air filtration
• LED lights

Electrical and Remediation

• Electrical wiring and panel upgrades
• Remediation and safety
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Regional Funding Allocation

Region
Population of 

Underresourced 
Communities

Percentage of 
Statewide Direct 
Install Program 

Funds

Northern 5.3 million 23%

Central 4.3 million 19%

Southern 13.6 million 58%

Total 23.2 million 100%
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Proposed Awardees

Region Proposed Awardee Proposed 
Funding: State

Proposed 
Funding: Federal*

Proposed 
Funding: Total

North Association for Energy 
Affordability, Inc. $94,978,500 $35,478,190 $130,456,690

Central Center for Sustainable Energy $78,460,500 $29,308,070 $107,768,570

South County of Los Angeles $239,511,000 $89,466,740 $328,977,740

Total All Regions $412,950,000 $154,253,000 $567,203,000

* Federal funds contingent on U.S. Department of Energy approval
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Southern Region:
County of Los Angeles

The County of Los 
Angeles

ICF

Applied Energy 
Group Rock Rabbit

Emerald Cities 
Collaborative Lincus

LCP Tracker The Energy 
Coalition

Installation 
Contractors

CalChoice

Community Energy Partners

San Diego 
Community Power

Clean Energy 
Alliance

Clean Power 
Alliance

Gateway Cities 
Council of 

Governments

Imperial Irrigation 
District

South Bay Cities 
Council of 

Governments

Western Riverside 
Council of 

Governments

San Gabriel Valley 
Council of 

Governments

Tribal Energy and 
Climate 

Collaborative

Orange County 
Power Authority

Southern CA 
Regional Energy 

Network

Community Outreach 
Partners

Day One Pacoima 
Beautiful

San Diego Urban 
Sustainability 

Coalition

Esperanza 
Community 

Housing

Physicians for 
Social 

Responsibility LA

Helping Elders 
Live Productively

The Niles 
Foundation

Climate Action 
Campaign

Strategic Actions 
for a Just 
Economy

Long Beach 
Forward

GRID 
Alternatives

Southeast Los 
Angeles 

Collaborative

Los Angeles 
Alliance for a 

New Economy

House of Yahweh 
South Bay 

Outreach Center

California Housing 
Partnership 
Corporation

Civic Spark

Regional Administrator
Subcontractors
Vendors
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Proposed Awardee, Southern Region: 
Los Angeles County

Subregional 
Teams:

South 
San 
Diego

North San 
Diego

Orange 
County

LA Ports and 
South Bay

LA San 
Gabriel and 
San 
Fernando 
Valley

LA 
Gateway 
Cities

Inland 
Empire
San 
Bernardino

Inland 
Empire 
Riverside

Imperial 
County

Community 
Energy 
Partners

• SDCP • CEA
• SDCP

• OCPA • CPA • CPA • CPA • CalChoice
• IREN

• CalChoice 
• IREN

• IID

Community 
Outreach 
Partners

• SDUS
C

• SCTC
A

• CHP
• GRID
• ECC
• TEC

• SDUSC
• SCTCA
• Climate 

Action 
Campaig
n

• CHP
• GRID
• ECC
• TEC

• CHP
• Climate 

Action 
Campaig
n

• GRID 
• ECC
• TEC

• SBCOG
• PSR-LA
• ECH
• SAJE
• LAANE
• SELA 
• Long Beach 

Forward
• HELP
• Niles 

Foundation
• House of 

Yahweh
• CHP
• GRID
• ECC
• TEC

• SGVCOG
• PSR-LA
• ECH
• SAJE
• Niles 

Foundatio
n

• Day One
• Pacoima 

Beautiful
• CHP
• GRID
• ECC
• TEC

• GCCOG
• PSR-LA
• ECH
• SAJE
• CHP
• GRID 
• ECC
• TEC

• SBCOG
• CHP
• SCTCA
• GRID 
• ECC
• TEC

• WRCOG
• CHP
• SCTCA
• GRID
• ECC
• TEC

• CHP
• SCTCA
• GRID
• ECC
• TEC
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Inquiries

For any Equitable Building Decarbonization Direct Install Program - Southern 
Region inquires, please contact Frederick Chung.

Frederick Chung
Energy & Environmental Services
County of Los Angeles – Internal Services Department
FChung@isd.lacounty.gov 
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South Coast Air Quality 
Management District 
Building Appliances 
Rules and Incentives
Regional Energy and Climate Hub 
Inland Empire Workshop

Thursday, December 5, 2024



What is the South Coast Air 
Quality Management 
District?

• South Coast AQMD is an air pollution control 
agency

• Includes Orange County and portions of Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties

• Covers an area of 10,743 square miles
• Serves 17.5 million people with 11 million 

vehicles
• Historically, have the worst air quality in the 

nation

• Responsibilities include
• Controlling emissions from stationary sources 

(e.g., power plants, refineries, gas stations, 
painting facilities)

• Permitting and inspecting over 28,000 affected 
businesses

• Monitoring air quality and meeting federal and 
state air quality standards
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Regional Air Quality

South Coast AQMD region fails to meet multiple national air quality 
standards

• Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) is the key pollutant that must be controlled to 
address air quality

Under Federal law, areas that fail to meet air quality standards by 
required deadlines face potential sanctions

• Most severe would be loss of millions of dollars in federal highway 
funds

Region needs to reduce over 67% NOx emissions to meet air quality 
standards by the 2037 deadline

• Requires that we adopt zero-emission technologies to replace 
combustion wherever feasible 
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Outreach

   How We are Proposing to Improve Air Quality:

Proposed Amended Rule 
1111 (PAR 1111)

Residential and commercial 
space heating

Residential water heating

Proposed Amended Rule 
1121 (PAR 1121)

Preliminary Draft Rules and Draft Staff Report released on September 20th, 
revised version released November 5th

Public Process Initiated September 2023, held seven Working Group Meetings
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Reduction Of NOx Emissions From Natural Gas-Fired 
Furnaces

Reduction Of NOx Emissions From Small Natural 
Gas-Fired Water Heaters



Why Regulate Space and Water Heating?
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► Proposed rules will impact over 
10 million units

� 17% of stationary source NOx emissions

► Required by law to take all feasible 
measures to meet air quality standards

► Transition from combustion to 
zero-emission technologies
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Zero-Emission Technologies
• Heat Pumps are the most common 

zero-emission technology
• A heat pump is an air conditioner that 

provides heating and cooling
• Heat pumps can also provide hot water (heat 

pump water heaters)
• Heat pumps run on electricity, which means 

they produce zero NOx at the point of use 

• Other technologies include: 
• Electric resistance 
• Solar 
• Fuel cells 



Proposed Compliance Schedule

PAR Type

Zero-Emission Start 
Date

New 
Buildings

Existing 
Buildings

1111

Residential & 
Commercial Furnaces

2026 2028

Mobile Home 
Furnaces

2028 2030

1121

Residential Water 
Heaters

2026 2027

Mobile Home Water 
Heaters

2026 2030
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► Transition to zero-emission standard 
based upon:

� Future effective dates

� Natural turnover (when the 
consumer chooses to replace or 
equipment breaks)

► Natural turnover estimated ~ 4 – 7 
percent per year

► Considering delaying existing 
building compliance dates to 2029

� Address cost and infrastructure 
concerns 



South Coast AQMD Go Zero Pilot Incentive 
Program

Cost is a barrier, so incentives are critical to an 
equitable transition to zero-emission 
appliances
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• Heat pump rebates for space and water heating
• $21 million funding for the pilot phase
• 75% of funding allocated to overburdened 

communities
• Higher rebates for overburdened communities
• Potentially future phases to implement lessons 

learned
• Potentially fivefold increase in future funding

The pilot program will include:

Program launch anticipated early 2025



Rebate Program Incentives
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Single Family Rebate: 
$1,000 - $3,000 

per unit*

Multi-Family Rebate: 
$1,000 - $4,000 
per unit, up to 
$300,000 cap* 

Small Business Rebate: 
$4,000 per unit

* Higher rebates for overburdened communities

South Coast AQMD Go Zero Pilot Incentive Program



Training will familiarize 
installers with plumbing, 
HVAC, and electrical work 
needed to install heat 
pumps

Selection of contractor will 
consider prior experience 
and training proposal 
maximize installer benefits

Installer Training
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Outreach to overburdened 
communities to provide 
application assistance and 
stack other incentives

Selection of contractor will 
prefer disbursement of 
funding to reach the 
four-county jurisdiction

Outreach and 
Application Assistance

South Coast AQMD Go Zero Pilot Incentive Program
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► Incentives are available for heat pumps, and may be layered together:

� HEEHRA, launched in November 2024, provides household incomes between 
80% and 150% area median income (AMI) up to $4,000

o Households with incomes less than 80% AMI are eligible for up to $8,000

o Find out eligibility by using the pre-screening tool here

� Federal IRA Tax Credits provide up to $2,000 for heat pumps, more info here

� TECH Clean California provides $1,500 for heat pump HVAC, more info here

� Comfortably California provides incentives for heat pump HVAC, more info here

� Golden State Rebates provides incentives for heat pump water heating, more info 
here

� Many local/utility incentives are available, with more info on the Switch is On website

� Upcoming South Coast AQMD Go Zero rebates will provide $1,500-$3,000 for heat 
pump HVAC and $1,000-$2000 for water heating, along with application assistance

Incentive Stacking Example - 
HVAC
HEEHRA $4,000
IRA Tax 
Credit

$2,000

TECH Clean 
CA

$1,500

Go Zero $1,500

Total starts at $9,000
+ Plus other incentives 

from local, utility, etc.
+ Additional funding for 

income-qualified: 
+$4,000 HEEHRA 
+$1,500 Go Zero

Starts at $14,500 for 
income-qualified

Availability of Incentive Programs

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/energy-solution.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06f01c0b7e52779ddf8ee2d31&id=a82257addc&e=12dbcedde9__;!!JzNmQwiJ!LS0YZ3JrZSUBLZbXn-LaT1I9xjn7KLMWz0hxq9fPmzZsshmIRzN679H7uQHiX_SIhSwbg5LGEyg91yCXvsGcNetG$
https://www.irs.gov/credits-and-deductions-under-the-inflation-reduction-act-of-2022
https://techcleanca.com/incentives/single-family-incentives/
https://incentives.switchison.org/rebate-profile/comfortably-ca-residential-split-system-heat-pump-100?view=residents&origin=directory&state=CA
https://incentives.switchison.org/rebate-profile/golden-state-rebates-save-900-unit-rebate-heat-pump-water-heater-replacing-gas?view=residents&origin=directory&state=CA
https://incentives.switchison.org/residents/incentives?state=CA&_gl=1*nz5pod*_gcl_au*MTM2MjMyNjI1OC4xNzI4Mzk5MjM2*_ga*MjUzNDg1OTQ4LjE2NzM1NTA1Nzg.*_ga_8NM1W0PLNN*MTczMTYyODg1MC4yNS4wLjE3MzE2Mjg4NTAuNjAuMC4w&_ga=2.172285287.559348327.1731615135-253485948.1673550578


Next Steps for PAR 1111 and PAR 1121 and Go 
Zero 

Future Public Meetings
• Public Comment Period Open Until

• December 13, 2024

• Stationary Source Committee

• December 20, 2024

• Public Hearing

• February 7, 2025 
(subject to change)

Technology Check-in 
✔ Prior to future zero-emission 

effective dates

✔ Reassess technology 
development, availability, and 
costs

✔ Potential recommendations to 
amend rule

Launch Go 
Zero Incentive 

Program

Early 2025
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Links and Contact Information

For more information on current projects:

Please check out the Building Appliances webpage at the link below or the QR code here:
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/residential-and-commercial-building-appliances

To receive future updates on rulemaking and incentives via email newsletter:

Subscribe by checking the Building Appliances check box located under Rule Updates: 
http://www.aqmd.gov/sign-up 
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Peter Campbell, Air Quality Specialist Rule 1111 pcampbell@aqmd.gov

Jen Vinh, Air Quality Specialist Rule 1121 jvinh@aqmd.gov

Emily Yen, Air Quality Specialist Go Zero, Rule 1146.2 eyen@aqmd.gov

Yanrong Zhu, Program Supervisor Rules and Incentives yzhu1@aqmd.gov

Heather Farr, Planning and Rules Manager Rules and Incentives hfarr@aqmd.gov

Michael Krause, Assistant Deputy Executive Officer Rules and Incentives mkrause@aqmd.gov

For questions on building appliances rules and incentives:

https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/residential-and-commercial-building-appliances
http://www.aqmd.gov/sign-up


DECARBONIZATION 
BENEFITS LOCALS
ARIEL TOLEFREE-WILLIAMS
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS



City of 
Palm 
SpringsThe City is a well-known resort 

destination with a year-round 
population of approximately 
47,900 and a seasonal 
population that more than 
doubles. 

With the resort amenities and 
heat Palm Springs is famous 
for, there is room for 
improvement with 
infrastructure, energy 
consumptions and energy 
costs.



The Issue

Residents with 
Fixed Incomes

0201High Energy Costs

03Climate Crisis = 
Cost of Living Crisis

Inefficient 
Buildings

04
Palm Springs 

Issues

What does 
Inequality look like?

• Lack of affordability
•  Need for community 

shared solar/ expanding 
energy storage. 

• Need for levelized bill 
costs for CARE/FERA

• Are people comfortable 
and safe?

• Can mobile/ 
manufactured homes be 
updated?

• Parts of the City more in 
need than others?

• Fixed incomes / social 
security / disability

• Hospitality employees
• Retail employees
• Single incomes

• Rental/Utility Assistance
• Health Issues
• Dust pollution
• Heatwaves. over 100 days 

over 110*. 
• Doesn’t cool off at night, 

more cardiac arrest cases
• Right to cooling law (80*)



REACH Codes

Why
• Reduce GHG emissions by 80%
• Reduce energy & carbon use in new homes/buildings
• Supply 50% of energy from renewable sources
• Help PS be more climate resilient

Current Strategy

Will require SFH built before 2011 undergoing additions or 
remodels to make targeted energy efficient upgrades

Triggers
• Additions or changes to structural elements
• Change or rearrangement of walls or full height 

partitions of an existing building
• Modifications of an electrical system, heating or 

cooling or gas plumbing
Exemptions
• Anyone who receives CARE/FERA via utilities



REACH Codes in action



Community 
Development Block 
Grant

Grant Objectives
• Support LMI residents
• Create sustainable and viable urban areas
• Address code deficiencies

Current Strategy

City of Palm Springs receives about $350,000 annually to 
be used towards residents under 80% AMI. The City grants 
each household up to $25,000. This existing program 
would be easy to expand.

Grant Uses
• Replacing water heaters
• Updating electrical panels
• Replacing inefficient doors and windows
• Replacing inefficient HVAC
• Roof repair/replacement (cool roofs for MHs)
• Energy Efficiency upgrades



Multi-Family 
Developments

Goals
• Equity
• Affordability
• Community Resilience

Future Strategy

80% of multi-family developments in Palm Springs were 
built before 2011. 15% of these are income-based, where 
utilities continue to price residents out.

Things to Consider
• Difficulty tying in solar on older/ larger developments
• Property Owner/ Management buy-in
• Upfront costs
• Edison’s program, does it work for us?
• Does performance based path work better here? (Reduce emissions by 

10% annually). In unit (prescriptive) vs performance
• Benchmarking required (HUD, buildings over 50K sqft does this already) 

to make changes



THANK YOU
Ariel Tolefree-Williams
ARIEL.TOLEFREE-WILLIAMS@PALMSPRINGSCA.GOV



Community and Energy Resilience

Program Manager, Energy
WRCOG

Daniel Soltero

Realty/Planning Administrator
Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Karen Woodard

Chief of Community Engagement
Desert Healthcare District

Alejandro Espinosa



REACH Inland 
Empire

December 5, 2025 
Morongo Casino Resort and 
Spa

Karen Woodard, Realty and Planning 
Administrator Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians



INTRODUCTION

• Tribal government for 25+years

• Negotiated Self-Governance Compact with Office of 
Self Governance and Bureau of Indian Affairs

• Contract Realty and Title Services with 5 Tribes to manage 
their Tribal Lands

• Involved with negotiations on the SCE WOD upgrades and So 
Cal Gas transmission lines that are located on the Morongo 
Reservation

• Oversee the Tribes Realty and Title programs, Land Survey 
Department, Cultural Resources, Environmental Protection 
Department, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Construction 
Services and the Economic Development and Planning 
Committee

• Involved in Morongo’s Co-generation Plant, Strategic Energy 
Master Plan, Commercial and Residential Utilities, Energy 
Grants

• Involved with CEC SB100 Tribal Working Group and have 
participated in several CPUC meetings and workshops on land 
use, cultural resources, tribal engagement and climate 
adaptation



Morongo Band 
of Mission 
Indians• The Morongo Band of Mission Indians (MBMI) reservation is in 

the Banning Pass area in Riverside County, California; between 
the San Gorgonio and San Jacinto Mountain ranges.

• Morongo Reservation is well-positioned on the I-10 corridor 
between the cities of San Bernardino and Palm Springs, and the 
Tribe as a sovereign government has the capacity to enter into 
competitive business agreements given the multitude of 
enterprises in the area.

• MBMI is the owner/operator of the Morongo Casino Resort & 
Spa, Morongo Travel Center, Hadley’s Fruit Orchard, Tukwet Golf 
Course, Taco Bell and they lease land to several franchises.

• The Tribe has approximately 500+ Residents and several 
Civic Buildings.

• The Morongo enterprises attract hundreds of customers each 
day, making the Tribe a key economic player in the region.





• Includes tribal trust lands, allotted (individual), tribally 
owned fee, Indian owned fee and privately owned 

fee parcels

• Morongo is located within a utility corridor and has 
several right of ways with Southern California Edison, So 
Cal Gas, T-Mobile, and Cal Trans.

• Right of Ways consist of major electric and gas 
transmission utilities that provide services to the Inland 
Empire and Southern California.

• Distribution systems provide services to Tribal Enterprises, 
Tribal Member Housing, government facilities and 
neighboring communities.





Morongo Transmission, LLC

• MBMI - the first Native American tribe to be a 
participating transmission owner in the 
California Independent System Operator 

(ISO) footprint, creating a critical connection 
to help meet the state’s green energy goals

• The newly constructed West of Devers 
powerline connects solar, wind, and battery 

resources located in eastern Riverside 
County and Imperial Valley to the grid

• MBMI is currently exploring ways to expand 
the capacity to bring more clean power to the 
grid



Morongo Clean Energy 
Initiative



MBMI’s

Clean 
Energy 
Priorities

MBMI's Commitment to Energy Independence: MBMI is dedicated to 
launching new energy projects on its territory, aiming to enhance its 
self-reliance in energy and bolster economic stability over the long term.

Valuing Self-Governance and Autonomy: The Tribe greatly values its ability 
to govern itself. In response to current market fluctuations, the Tribe is taking 
steps to strengthen its independence. This includes developing sturdy 
infrastructure that serves the needs of its members and designing rate 
systems that position the Tribe favorably for entering lucrative and 
competitive commercial contracts

Focus on Reducing External Dependencies: A key long-term objective for 
MBMI is to lessen its reliance on outside groups, enhancing the Tribe's 
self-sufficiency. In pursuit of this aim, MBMI has established a Tribal Utility 
Authority, which is tasked with the creation of a Special Utility District.



Morongo Renewable Energy Goals

• Develop Renewable Energy Sources: Invest in 
renewable energy projects like solar, wind, or 
hydroelectric power to reduce dependence on 
external energy suppliers and foster environmental 
sustainability.

• Strengthen Tribal Utility Authority: to manage 
energy resources, distribution, and infrastructure 
within the tribe's jurisdiction.

• Create a Special Utility District: Work towards the 
establishment of a Special Utility District that allows 
for more efficient and tribe-centered management of 
utility services.

• Develop Resilient Infrastructure: Focus on building 
and upgrading infrastructure to be resilient against 
natural and man-made disruptions, ensuring a stable 
and reliable utility service for the tribe.



Morongo Renewable Energy Goals

• Implement Competitive Rate Structures: Design and 
implement rate structures that are financially viable, 
competitive, and beneficial for the tribe, allowing for 
sustainable economic growth.

• Form Strategic Business Agreements: Enter into profitable 
and strategic business agreements that align with the 
tribe's values and goals, enhancing economic opportunities 
and partnerships.

• Increase Economic Self-Sufficiency: Develop initiatives and 
businesses that increase the tribe's economic self- 
sufficiency, reducing reliance on non-tribal entities and 
external funding.



Current Clean Energy Projects under construction
and in design

• Installation of 6.5 MW Carport Solar Panels

• Electrical Vehicle Charging Stations

• Co-generation Upgrades

• Battery Storage

• Micro Grids



LAND 
USE

• Morongo’s Planning Committee established a general plan in 
2013, which designated tribal lands for:

• Commercial

• Industrial/light manufacturing

• Residential

• Mixed use

• Open space

• Culturally Sensitive

• Environmentally Sensitive areas, such as endangered plant and animal 
species.

• Morongo has also prepared a master plan of the I-10 Corridor 
for the development of approximately 3600 acres.

• Utility corridor maps and compatible uses for renewable 
energy resources, such as wind, solar, battery storage, etc.



THE CLIMATE 
LANDSCAPE

• Climate Change is affecting all tribal communities from 
flooding, wildfires and extreme temperatures.

• Morongo’s location being at the foothills of the mountain 
ranges, creating an alluvial fan, causes more stormwater runoff 
during large storm events, which can undermine roads, utility 
infrastructure, homes and tribal enterprises.

• Morongo experiences regular outages for PSPS events during 
wind and wildfire events.

• The PSPS events affect Tribal Enterprises, the Tribe has had to 
invest in several generators to keep the businesses running.

• Tribal Residents are having to invest in small generators or 
solar and battery back up.



Solutions

• Tribes are coming together to assist each other in finding 
funding sources, education and understanding the affects of 
climate change and renewable energy resources.

• The Tribal Energy and Climate Collaborative (TECC) is a 
program of the Southern California Tribal Chairman’s 
Association (SCTCA), a non-profit organization that represents 
25 federally recognized tribes throughout San Diego, Riverside, 
and Imperial County, which serve as the TECC Board.

• TECC was established in 2023 through state and federal grant 
dollars as a partnership between SCTCA and Prosper 
Sustainability. TECC builds upon SCTCA’s 50 years of operation, 
and extensive intertribal collaboration on regional energy and 
climate issues.



Solutions

• TECC’s mission is to deliver clean energy and climate change 
solutions through a thriving, sustained and complementary 
Tribal Government, community based organization, and for- 
profit partnership ecosystem, led by SCTCA Tribes, that serves 
Tribes and other communities.

• In its first year of operation, TECC is advancing strategic 
partnerships, conducting Tribal needs assessments, and 
obtaining capacity-building grants and other resources for 
Tribes, including from the Strategic Growth Council’s Regional 
Climate Collaboratives program, the National Science 
Foundations Economic Engine, and the CPUC Equity, Education 
and Engagement grant.



Solutions

• Participating in other workshops and conferences, such as 
California Climate and Energy Collaborative (CECC).

• Inland Regional Energy Network, Western Riverside Council of 
Governments

• Obtaining grants such as the BIA Resiliency grant to prepare 
studies on climate change and renewable energy

• Utilizing the Department of Energy and Office of Indian Energy 
grants to prepare additional feasibility studies on energy 
programs for reservations, such as microgrids, renewable 
energy opportunities, and battery storage systems.

• Morongo is currently creating a Strategic Master Energy Plan to 
assist in the preparation of resiliency plans, microgrids, other 
energy opportunities and adding infrastructure for economic 
development.



Challenges ahead. . .

• Capacity

• Grid development

• Upgrading current substations

• Adding substations

• Locating, funding and constructing Microgrids



Utility Infrastructure, Renewable 
Energy, and Micro Grids
• Interconnection Constraints

• San Bernardino-Devers 230kV Transmission Line Circuits

• With current upgrades to the transmission lines, the 
circuits have very high thermal ratings that can 
accommodate a project of 500MW without triggering 
a reconductoring upgrade.

• A 230kV line break interconnection will require a new 
SCE owned and operated 230kV, Breaker-an-a-half 
Switchyard with space for 8 bays.

• Cost can be expected to range from $30-$50 million.

• Devers substation, planned to be converted by SCE to 
8kA station, which has a cost north of $80 million

• Additional costs for monitoring points, participation in 
the West of Colorado River CRAS/Inland Devers 
Extension, upwards of $8 million.



Utility Infrastructure, Renewable Energy, and 
Micro Grids

• Interconnection Constraints
• Devers 230kV Transmission Line Circuits

• Devers Substation is extremely congested, and 
interconnection would require a project-owned 230kV 
Gen-tie line from the project substation (project site) 8- 
12 miles to the 230kV Devers Substation.

• Interconnection filing will need to go through CAISO’s 
request window opening in 2025

• Cost can be expected to range from $18-$30 million, 
not including land costs.

• Project risk is high due to easement acquisitions, 
terrain and crossings, and physical transmission 
congestion around the Devers Substation.



Utility Infrastructure, Renewable Energy, and 
Micro Grids

• Interconnection Constraints
• Devers 115kV Substation

• Has not been modeled but public data indicates that 
the 115kV substation can accommodate 
approximately 37MW of capacity.

• This option would require a project-owned 115kV 
Gen-tie from the project substation (project site), 
115kV Devers Substation is also extremely 
congested, however there may be open bays that 
can be outfitted with breakers and bus equipment to 
accommodate a 115kV gen-tie.

• Cost can be expected to range from $12-$25 million, 
to install a gen-tie line, and the constraints that 
affected the tie-in for Devers, affect this project as 
well, additional costs of $5-15 million, for upgrades 
to the Devers Substation.











Sources: Burnette, A., et. al. (2023). Incremental cost burden among patients with severe uncontrolled asthma in the United States. Journal of managed care & specialty pharmacy 

HEALTHCARE COST BURDEN AMONG PATIENTS WITH SEVERE UNCONTROLLED ASTHMA IN 
THE UNITED STATES

TOTAL: $1,891

TOTAL: $4,006

TOTAL: $6,654

The difference between total costs of 
nonsevere asthma and severe uncontrolled 
asthma, during a 12-month follow-up, is 
$4,763

Asthma is a chronic condition with ongoing 
costs associated with health care utilization 
and time lost from work presenting a 
significant burden on direct and indirect 
health care costs in the United States. 
Estimated annual costs are $50.3 billion in 
medical costs and $3 billion in losses from 
missed work and school days

*All patients in the study were followed during a fixed 12-month observational period and 
outpatient services included emergency department visits, outpatient office visits, lab services, 
radiology services, and other outpatient services

Overall healthcare costs are impacted by 
asthma severity, with severe asthma 
contributing to higher annual health care 
costs and indirect costs related to work loss 
than those of nonsevere asthma

During the same 12-month period, individuals 
with severe uncontrolled asthma lost 259.3 
hours from work compared to 236.2 hours 
for individuals with nonsevere asthma



Asthma is considered the 
chronic disease causing 
the highest number of 

school absences

ASTHMA ABSENCES AND LOST 
REVENUE IN CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS

Sources: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute and UC San Francisco Previously Published Works - An Underpinning of School 

Inequities: Asthma Absences and Lost Revenue in California Schools

In an average classroom of 30 kids, about 3 
have asthma

LEADING 
TO:

School Dropouts

Diminished Achievement
Reduced College & Career Opportunities

Increased Welfare
Incarceration Costs

Asthma’s Impact on Average Daily Allowance Revenue in California (2020 Report)

*Average Daily Allowance is the total days of student attendance divided by the total days of instruction

Students who miss ≥3 school days due to asthma account for $26 million of lost 
revenue

Asthma-related school absences also causes school district revenue losses because 
some school funding in California is connected to student attendance

On a statewide basis, the 36% of students with asthma absences who missed ≥5 
school days annually due to this condition accounted for 71%, or $21 million of the 
asthma-absence revenues lost by California’s 20 largest school districts

https://escholarship.org/uc/ucsf_postprints








POLICY ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

COACHELLA VALLEY SHORT-TERM 
ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Source: Tracking California - Policies and Strategies to Improve Air Quality and Public Health in Coachella Valley

IDENTIFY and ADDRESS resident needs for 
healthcare access and clinical services
• Evidence shows that the most vulnerable residents may 

be living with undiagnosed and unmanaged respiratory 
symptoms

• Strategies to address include: growth in community 
relationships/trust, target health insurance barriers, deeper 
reach into high-risk areas, and improved diagnosis and 
management of air quality-related health conditions

Continue to ADVANCE HEALTH EQUITY 
throughout all policy arenas

• Leveraging air quality planning and policy to benefit the 
social and economic well-being of low-income 
communities will provide more impactful public health 
benefits than reducing pollution alone

• Strategies to address include: develop and sustain 
long-term relationships and collaborations with local residents, 
orgs. , businesses, and gov. entities and advocate for the 
development of equitable policies

POLICY ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

COACHELLA VALLEY MEDIUM-TERM 
ACTIONS AND STRATEGIES

Source: Tracking California - Policies and Strategies to Improve Air Quality and Public Health in Coachella Valley

ACCELERATE organizational emission 
reductions

• The South Coast Air District notes there is no viable 
pathway to achieve ozone attainment by 2037 other 
than widespread adoption of zero-emission 
technologies for all stationary and mobile sources

• Strategies to address include: an org. can lead the 
community by advancing internal emissions reductions, 
including an audit of existing emissions and the acceleration of 
zero and low emissions technologies throughout its operations

DEVELOP collaborative relationships to 
ADVANCE emission controls

• Organizations in positions of power are well suited to 
collaborate and engage with a diverse group of 
stakeholders to address air quality improvement 
planning and implementation efforts

• Strategies to address include: identify community needs, 
pursue and monitor air quality goals in emission reduction 
plans, and prioritize emission reduction initiatives (Ex. home 
weatherization, electric vehicle access/infrastructure)





Lunch
12:45 - 1:45pm
Marketplace



Plenary Discussion: Groundset
Streamlining and improving engagement, technical assistance 

and funding to communities 

Sean’s slides
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Plenary Discussion: Groundset
What would a funding queue or project pipeline for this region look like? 

Activity:  

Please add up to three preliminary 
project concepts that represent a 
near-term (1-2 years) need for work that 
is currently unfunded or underfunded



Plenary Discussion: Panel
Streamlining and improving engagement, technical assistance 

and funding to communities 

Director of Collective 
Impact

Lift to Rise

Ian Gabriel

Deputy Director of Planning & 
Climate Policy

LCI

Natalie Kuffel

Director of Special Projects, 
Inland Empire Labor Institute

Esmeralda 
Vazquez

Executive Director
IEGO

Matthew Mena



Plenary Discussion: Roundtables
Streamlining and improving engagement, technical assistance 

and funding to communities 

● What other examples are you aware of that have made inroads 
into streamlining engagement, assistance, and funding to 
communities?

● If you could snap your fingers and re-engineer how California 
deploy engagement, assistance, and funding to communities, 
how would you do it?



Plenary Discussion: Takeaways

Streamlining and improving 
engagement, technical assistance 

and funding to communities 



Assistance Lounge   

● California Climate Investments
● Center for Employment Training
● Center for Sustainable Energy
● Chino Valley Chamber of Commerce
● EcoVista 360
● GO-Biz
● Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
● GRID Alternatives
● IEGO
● Inland Empire Labor Institute
● ISC3
● South Coast AQMD
● Strategic Grwoth Council
● TECC
● UC Riverside


