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GO-Biz Energy Unit 

• Created in 2021 
 

• Accelerate the planning, financing, and execution 
of critical energy infrastructure projects

• Work with energy project developers and load-serving entities to 
identify barriers to construction and development of critical 
energy infrastructure projects 
 

• Make recommendations to relevant state agencies on how to 
overcome those barriers
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Tracking Energy Project Development  
• Executive Order in 2021 directed energy 

agencies to coordinate on deployment of 
clean energy projects to reach reliability 
and climate goals.  
 

• TED Task Force|Joint interagency effort to 
provide project development support for 
new energy projects expected to come 
online in the near-term

 

Challenges to Renewable Energy 
Project Deployment 

� Permitting
� Supply Chain 
� Interconnection/Transmission
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2024 | MWs Installed
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Expected New Energy Resources 

Source: CA Public Utilities Commission 
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GO-Biz Energy Project Permitting Guidebook & Toolkit 

• Funding in 2022-23 Budget Act
• Establish best practices and produce 

documentation to increase transparency 
and alignment of local jurisdiction 
permitting processes to significantly reduce 
barriers for deployment of energy projects

 



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
8

Approach to Developing Guidebook & Toolkit   

• Assess local jurisdictions permitting processes for large-scale 
renewable projects

 • Report on findings 
 

• Develop toolkit that will include
✔ smart practices
✔ approaches for process improvements
✔ strategies that enhances connectivity b/w 

responsible entities
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Stakeholder Input 

Survey Link: https://tinyurl.com/go-biz 

Survey QR Code

https://tinyurl.com/go-biz


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Judicial 
Streamlining
Natalie Kuffel 
Deputy Director, Planning and Climate Policy 



Judicial Streamlining Program Overview
The Judicial Streamlining Program accelerates judicial review for 
projects certified by the Governor, reducing CEQA lawsuit delays from 
3-5 years to ~270 days. Certified projects may also gain better financing 
and federal funding opportunities.

Key Legislation:
• SB 7 (2021): Streamlines projects over $100M or those providing 

affordable housing.
• SB 149 (2023): Expands eligibility to certain infrastructure projects.



Clean Renewable Energy Generation
Definition: Generates electricity exclusively through wind or solar (PRC 21180(b)(2)).
Fees: OPR: $39,000, Trial Court: $180,000, Court of Appeal: $215,000

Environmental Leadership Development Project (SB 7) Requirements:
• Invest ≥ $100M in California (PRC 21183(a)(1))
• Create high-wage, skilled jobs (PCC 2601(d))
• Comply with waste recycling laws
• Enforceable CEQA mitigation measures
• GHG Criteria: No net GHG emissions, including from employee transport 

(21183(c)(1)).

GHG Mitigation Order:
1. Direct emission reductions from the project
2. Local emission reductions (same air district)
3. Local offsets: real, permanent, verifiable
4. Offsets with direct regional environmental benefits

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/#energy-regen-block


Energy Infrastructure
Definition: Projects including renewable energy sources, energy storage systems, related 
components, and electric transmission from zero-carbon resources (PRC 21189.81(c)).
Fees: OPR Rulemaking coming; Trial Court: $180,000 and Court of Appeal: $215,000 (private 
applicants only)

Green Infrastructure Project (SB 149) Requirement:
•Binding agreement to mitigate environmental impacts in disadvantaged communities.
GHG Criteria:

•No net GHG emissions, including from employee transport (21189.83(a)).

GHG Mitigation Order:
1. Direct emission reductions from the project
2. Local emission reductions (same air district)
3. Local offsets: real, permanent, verifiable
4. Offsets with direct regional environmental benefits

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/#energy-inf-block


Energy Infrastructure
Additional Requirements:

•Hydrogen and biomass projects do not qualify
•The following projects must use a skilled and trained workforce (PCC 2601(d)) and pay 
construction workers greater than or equal to the prevailing rate of per diem wages for their work 
type and geographic area 21189.81(d)(2):

• Solar photovoltaic (PV) and terrestrial wind projects with a capacity of 20 Megawatts (MW) 
or more

• Energy storage projects with a capacity of 80MW or more
• Thermal energy powerplants with capacity of 50MW or more
• Manufacture of renewable energy systems or components thereof via a capital investment 

of $250 million or more over five years
• Electric transmission lines connecting any of the above to an interconnected transmission 

system

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/#energy-inf-block


Application Process

1. Submit your interest form
2. Gather application materials according to the guidelines and statutory requirements.
3. Submit applications to California.Jobs@opr.ca.gov and label application as “Draft” or 

“Final” in the subject line of the email.
4. Format all application materials according to State and federal accessibility 

requirements.

https://www.lci.ca.gov/ceqa/judicial-streamlining/application.html
https://forms.office.com/g/KFLAbCqf1W
mailto:California.Jobs@opr.ca.gov


Thank You!
CONTACT
California.Jobs.ca.gov 

lci.ca.gov
LEARN MORE AT

STAY CONNECTED

@Cal_LCI

Governor's Office of Land 
Use and Climate 
Innovation (LCI)


