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Welcome to SLECC!

TODAY’S AGENDA

• Welcome & Purpose/Progress of SLECC 
• Roundtable Updates
• Discussion Topic: Progress on Barriers to 

Local Climate Action
○ Overview of progress
○ Breakout 1: Climate action planning Technical 

Advisory group and general plan guidelines
○ Breakout 2: GHG data inventory access
○ Breakout 3: Load capacity constraints
○ Report out

• Closing

Purpose

SLECC will serve as a statewide communication and ideation 
hub to help State and local leaders improve coordinated efforts 
to more rapidly unlock the unique potential of California regions 
and communities to address energy, climate, and land use goals.   

SLECC will identify priority needs and co-create operational 
solutions to advance place-based energy and climate action.
 



Purpose & Progress of SLECC
We set out to: Build deeper understanding and stronger collaborative relationships between State and local agencies to 
identify barriers and streamline/improve delivery of energy and climate information, resources, and services. 

Key Priorities Actionable Operational Solutions in Progress

Improve and streamline communications and messaging 
between State and local agencies

SLECC has 300+ registrants, including 10+ state agencies. Tracking active input 
opportunities. SLECC regional convenings launched in IE. Evaluation of local roles. 

Advance access to flexible recurring funding/assistance for 
local energy and climate initiatives

Priority 3, E.O.  Better Funding report submitted to agencies, resulted in launch of 
Statewide Funding Solutions Workgroup. Addendum in progress to scope ICC & 
REACH pilots for various policy pathways. 3 years of LERN + guideline input. EE & 
GGRF.

Develop capacity & GHG source data for local climate 
action

Regional inventories. CARB’s CPRG consortium. Berkeley tool and CARB tool 
analysis. CPUC/UCLA working group. LCI/CARB CAP TA group and general plan 
guidance. 

Expand State agency leadership to address local policy 
needs (e.g. overcoming load constraints, reliability, and 
interconnection issues; meaningfully addressing energy 
affordability, bill relief, and preserving EE; community solar) 

LGSEC service capacity workgroup and filings. CCEC SB 100 comments. CPUC 
electrification proceeding. Go-Biz Energy Project Permitting Guidebook & Toolkit.
More constructive dialogues on the real drivers of energy affordability crisis. 

Achieve coordinated, customer-friendly residential 
energy/electrification programs, including capital/incentive 
stacking. Addressing impacts on housing affordability.

Coordination among RENs, EBD, TECH Clean CA, Solar for All. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14hM3WiyNiG5xvvWeN2Z8k0GPX6xpPTHt6ii6KJV96z0/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.vl4echu84p1a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14hM3WiyNiG5xvvWeN2Z8k0GPX6xpPTHt6ii6KJV96z0/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.vl4echu84p1a
https://eecoordinator.info/local-energy-resources-network-lern/


Roundtable Updates  

What does your organization want State and local 
governments to know more about?

● Assistance, learning, or engagement opportunities
● Recent successes/lessons
● Information needs
● Invitations to partner  









































Roundtable Update

Strategic Growth Council Engagement 
Opportunities
Open RFI: Streamline Infill Housing Development 

● Deadline: Dec. 31, 2024
● About: Seeking input on processes, permits, and other 

administrative actions that can be adjusted to create more 
flexibility and lower costs of infill housing. 

Virtual Workshop: Shape 2025 Regional Roundtables with LCI & 
SGC

● Date: Friday, December 13, 2024
● Time: 10:30AM - 12:30PM
● About: You and regional stakeholders across the state will 

help inform the 2025 roundtable structure, format, and 
topics

https://sgc.ca.gov/news/2024/11-08.html
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AhyT8xIJBlRYsGC2Ta_qdybWsKALvJfpfqwLT6c-iq0qESaR7raR~Atx_sOA9A1w1BT0Azolu3Vzlh6uRsH62yACDRC-aagijZtJuOWzqkw1DiA
https://sgc.ca.gov/grant-programs/ahsc/


Featured Discussion   

Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action



  

Recap and Overview of Progress - Summary Report

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action
 

Key Barriers
● PLANNING CAPACITY: Too much capacity (staff 

time/resources) and technical expertise is needed to 
develop/ track/ update GHG inventories and CAPs 
(takes away from implementation)

● SOURCE DATA: Problems accessing GHG source data 
(e.g. utility or VMT dta) cause long delays in developing, 
updating, and monitoring CAPs

● LEGAL HURDLES: Locals are discouraged from 
developing or implementing CAPs due to potential 
lawsuits, litigation, and compliance enforcement of 
CEQA mitigation measures in an EIR 

● TRANSITIONING TO ACTION: Implementing emission 
reduction measures is difficult due to budgetary and 
structural constraints limiting individual action and 
regional collaboration

● LOAD CONSTRAINTS: Transitioning vehicles and buildings 
to electric fuels is challenging due to electrical capacity 
constraints coordinated by the utilities

Key Needed Solutions 
● Develop systems to provide easy access to reliable and 

up-to-date GHG inventory source data 
○ Fund an agency or 3rd party to produce standardized 

regular local GHG inventories
○ Conduct an analysis of existing GHG inventory tools
○ Develop statewide energy and VMT data/query tools or 

portals 
○ Address data request barrier by revising CPUC privacy 

rules and/or advance legislation to remove data control 
from under the purview of the IOUs

○ Promote regional collaboration on inventories
● Improve and update state guidance and TA on CAP development 

(including general plans, CEQA and methodology/protocols)
● Provide funding to conduct CAPs locally or regionally, support 

core local climate staffing positions, engage with State on topic, 
and implement the most emission-reducing measures

● Develop a working group to continue pursuing these solutions 
across local and state agencies

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OhnVO9khs_OfHl9jr5fePM1-ZKSfc4zO/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs


  

Recap and Overview of Progress

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
Questions we posed for continued coordination…

● To what extent is implementation of local climate action necessary to meet the 
State’s carbon neutrality goals?

● Should local governments dodge the cumbersome local climate action 
planning process, inclusive of GHG inventories, and simply use State guidance 
to implement climate actions (e.g. Local Actions Appendix)? 

● If CAPs and GHG inventories are essential, what is the best way to economize 
the process to preserve local capacity for action and how can the State help?

● What protocol(s) are most appropriate for use?
● What quantification methodologies and tools do the protocol(s) require and 

how should they be used?
● What are the barriers to quantification methodologies and tools and how can 

they be overcome?
● What data sources are necessary for the methodologies and tools?
● How can the data sources be streamlined and made consistent?
● What are the barriers to obtaining data sources and how can they be 

overcome?

Poll: 

In the last year, what 
changes have occurred 
that have made it easier 
or harder for you to 
conduct local climate 
action plans or 
implement emission 
reduction measures? 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1tJ0J_VHNaUPheTm3ugWAaz1iYoqH10xk-htKfJ9phO0/edit#slide=id.g31e0e838f80_0_23


  

Recap and Overview of Progress

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
Potential “fundamental principles” around State-local climate action 

coordination 

★ Local government actions are essential to meeting the State’s emission reduction targets and 
to protecting communities from the worst impacts of climate change.

★ CA should not expect or require each local government to do a climate action plan, but we 
should support those that wish to do one.

★ Local climate action plans are a way to conduct analysis that can garner equitable 
engagement, public and political support, and justify local funding and staff capacity to 
implement a custom set of beneficial emission reduction strategies to meet targets, which can 
serve as state pilots. Those that wish to adopt a CEQA-qualified CAP may need guidance. 

★ A key barrier local communities face is access to data for GHG inventories. Local governments 
cannot solve this problem individually, we need state leadership.



  

Breakouts 

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
Breakouts - Choose a Breakout
45 minutes then report out

● Breakout 1: Climate action planning Technical Advisory group and general plan 
guidelines (Facilitated by Sean Kennedy (SGC), panelists include Rowena Bush (LCI)), Dr. 
Boswell (Cal Poly), Chris Read (City of SLO)

● Breakout 2: GHG data inventory access (Facilitated by Rosheil Ramirez (CCEC), panelists 
include Miya Kitahara (Stop Waste), Matt Jones (CARB), Maya Ofek (UCLA) 

● Breakout 3: Load capacity constraints (Facilitated by Angie Hacker (CCEC), panelists 
include Chris Moore (CPUC), Rohimah Moly (Go-Biz), Steven Moss (LSGEC)



  

Breakout 1 

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
Climate action planning Technical Advisory group and general plan 
guidelines (Sean Kennedy to facilitate)

○ Brief overview of General Plan Guideline Update sparking CAP TA Project 
(Rowena Bush, LCI)

○ Preparing the Climate Action Plan Technical Advisory (Dr. Boswell, Cal Poly)
○ Thoughts from a participating local Technical Advisor (Chris Read, City of SLO)
○ CAP Discussion (Dr. Boswell)
○ Audience Discussion – what needs to happen next?



  

Breakout 2 

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
GHG inventory data access (Rosheil Ramirez to facilitate)

○ Berkley Tool  (Miya Kitahara, Stop Waste)
○ CARB’s analysis on GHG inventory data tools (Matt Jones, CARB)
○ CPUC Data Access Working Group (Maya Ofek, UCLA)
○ Audience discussion - what needs to happen next?



UC Berkeley 
Climate Action Data & 

Tools Project
Project Update for SLECC

December 12, 2024



UCOP Climate Action Seed Grant 
Project Deliverables

Territorial & 
Consumption 
Based Inventories

Policy Planning 
Tools

Equity Indicators Journalism



Project Team

UCB Renewable and Appropriate
Energy Lab & CoolClimate Network

Dan Kammen   Chris Jones

Kaihui Song    Mariah Padilla

 

UCB School of 
Journalism

Jason Springarn-Koff

Twilight Greenaway

 

StopWaste

Miya Kitahara+ 20 
undergrad 
researchers



Intended Users

Local Government Staff 
(and their consultants)
Primary Audience

State Agencies General Public 
(residents and 
businesses)

Academics & 
Researchers

Conduct local GHG 
inventory for internal 
reporting, reporting to 
elected officials and/or 
constituents. Use to inform 
CAPs and to track progress.

See trends 
across the state - 
by community 
types, funding 
distribution, etc.

Information for 
people who 
want to take 
personal action 
or advocate for 
actions by their 
local gov

Analyze the 
data and 
gather 
findings



Project Input Process

Inventories

Policy Tools

Equity Indicators

Journalism

Local Government 
Needs Assessment

Surveys
Interviews
Webinars

Beta Testing

Methodology
& Policy 
Advisory 
Committee



Methodology and Policy Advisory Committee

State
California Air Resources Board staff 
on transportation, buildings, waste

Local
Leading cities and counties, 
including those who were active in 
advancing SB 511

Regional
Air district and MPO staff

Consultants
Leading climate action planning 
consultants

Academics
UC’s and CalPoly researchers



Local Government Functionalities



Local Government Functionalities

The consumption-based GHG inventory for this city was 2.1 times higher than the sector-based inventory in 2022



Local Government Functionalities



Local Government Functionalities



Local Government Functionalities



Local Government Functionalities



Local Government Functionalities



Beta Testing Timeline

Q2 2025

Develop software 
version of tool

Feb 2025

Beta version 
ready for testing

Now - Jan 2025

Team QC / validation with 
cities’ inventories while 
finalizing beta version

Mar 2025

Individual cities/ 
counties walk-through 
and focus groups (2)

Summer 2025

Open user testing and 
feedback

Fall 2025

Final tool 
delivery



We want to hear from you!

Contact form:

● Participate in beta testing
● Sign up for 1:1 interview about the CAP practice 
● Share your inventory data for comparison and calibration

https://forms.gle/YS2wknmsda3CErnd9 

https://forms.gle/YS2wknmsda3CErnd9


Join the State of Change Newsletter 



Potential Follow-On Activities

● Connect with CAP tools from other universities
○ CalPoly, UCI, UCLA, UCD

● Future use of data: openly available, student projects, etc.
● Continuation of rich conversations about the practice, e.g.

○ Intersection with housing policies
○ Role of CEQA
○ Further streamlining data analysis with AI

● Post-2025 funding for maintenance and improvement



Thank you!

cmjones@berkeley.edu
miya@stopwaste.org 

mailto:cmjones@berkeley.edu
mailto:miya@stopwaste.org






















  

Breakout 3 

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
Load capacity constraints (Angie Hacker to facilitate)

○ Electrification proceeding and load capacity study timelines (Chris 
Moore, CPUC)

○ Fast track interconnection progress (Rohimah Moly, Go-Biz)
○ Local updates (Steven Moss, LGSEC) and CCEC’s SB 100 

comments 
○ Audience discussion - what needs to happen next?



61

Powering Up Californians
New Energization Targets 

To Improve Wait Times for New and Updated Electrical Service 

December 12, 2024



Energization Timelines Decision

CPUC approved Decision (D.) 24-09-020 on 
Phase 1 of the Energization Rulemaking 
(R.24-01-018) 
• Implements portions of the Powering Up 
Californians Act – Senate Bill 410 (Becker) 
and Assembly Bill 50 (Wood)

• Designed to expedite the process for 
connecting homes, businesses, and other 
loads to the grid

• Provides transparency to the process
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Energization Timelines Decision
(cont'd)

• The CPUC based the timelines on 
the utilities' historic energization data 
and party comments

• The timelines are triggered by a 
customer energization request

• Timelines are for all types of 
energization requests

• Timelines apply only to large CPUC 
regulated utilities:  PG&E, SCE, and 
SDG&E

63



Definitions
• Energization: the process to connect new load 
to the distribution system

• Interconnection: the process to connect new 
generation facilities to the distribution system

• Average energization timeline:  average number 
of days it should take a utility to complete the steps in 
the energization process under their control for any 
given energization request

• Maximum energization timeline: maximum 
number of days it should take a utility to complete the 
steps in the process under their control for any given 
energization request.

64



More Definitions
• Rule 15: standard energization tariff that covers 

distribution line extensions (from the primary distribution 
line to the secondary transformer)

• Rule 16: standard energization tariffs that cover service 
line extensions (from the secondary transformer to the 
meter)

• EV Infrastructure Rules (Rule 29/45): optional alternative to 
Rule 16 for customers that require a service line extension 
to support the energization of an EV charging project

• Upstream Distribution Capacity Projects: projects that 
address capacity deficiencies related to customer 
energization requests 

65



Adopted Timelines - Energization 

Energization Type Average Timeline 
(calendar days)

Maximum Timeline 
(calendar days)

Rule 15 182 357
Rule 16, 29/45 182 335
Rule 15 and 16/29/45 182 306
Application Decision 10 45
Main-Panel Upgrade 30 45

66



Adopted Timeline – Capacity Upgrades

Type of Upgrade Maximum Timelines (calendar days)

New or Upgraded Circuit 684
Substation Upgrade 1,021
New Substation 3,242

67

• Constructing a New or Upgraded Circuit 

• Substation Upgrades

• New Substations



Reporting

Biannual Data Reports: 
• The average time between receiving an 
application for energization and the 
completion of the request

• Reasons for any energization projects that 
exceed the prescribed timelines

• An analysis of constraints and obstacles 
impacting energization

• Reports shall be filed annually by March 
31 and September 30

68



Reporting (cont'd)

Tracking Progress and Customer Input: 
• Utilities will create Customer Engagement Plans, 

which would improve customer understanding 
of the energization process

• Customers should begin engaging with their 
utility early to discuss their energization request 

• Customers can file a Customer Delay Report 
with the CPUC if they experience delays or 
issues during the energization process

• More information on the reporting process can 
be found here: Energization  

69

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/infrastructure/energization


Expected by End of the Year
• November: utilities to submit proposed 

reporting template to track requirements 
directed by the Commission, via Advice 
Letter.

• November: utilities to submit proposed 
customer engagement plans via Advice 
Letter

• December:  PU Code 933.5 (AB50) utilities 
to demonstrate they have energized at 
least 80% of customers with applications 
deemed complete by January 2023.

70



Upcoming Opportunities
Workshop to Discuss Utilities' Initial Data
• Spring/Summer 2025

Utility Customer Engagement Plans
•Currently Being Reviewed for Compliance

Report Energization Delays: 
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-e
nergy/infrastructure/energization

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/infrastructure/energization
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/infrastructure/energization


Phase 2 of the Proceeding

• The initial scoping memo included potential issues for Phase 2, 
including:

- Improvements to adopted timelines.
- Additional actions requested in the 

           bills to support the timely energization 
           of projects.
         -  Penalties for missing deadlines. 

- No timeline set for launch of Phase 2.

72



www.cpuc.ca.gov

christopher.moore@cpuc.ca.gov

213-220-1344



REACH - Inland Empire
12.05.2024 

GO-BIZ Energy Project Permitting  
Guidebook & Toolkit



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
75

GO-Biz Energy Unit 

• Created in 2021 
 

• Accelerate the planning, financing, and execution 
of critical energy infrastructure projects

• Work with energy project developers and load-serving entities to 
identify barriers to construction and development of critical 
energy infrastructure projects 
 

• Make recommendations to relevant state agencies on how to 
overcome those barriers

 



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
76

Tracking Energy Project Development  
• Executive Order in 2021 directed energy 

agencies to coordinate on deployment of 
clean energy projects to reach reliability 
and climate goals.  
 

• TED Task Force|Joint interagency effort to 
provide project development support for 
new energy projects expected to come 
online in the near-term

 

Challenges to Renewable Energy 
Project Deployment 

� Permitting
� Supply Chain 
� Interconnection/Transmission



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
77

2024 | MWs Installed



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
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Expected New Energy Resources 

Source: CA Public Utilities Commission 



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
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GO-Biz Energy Project Permitting Guidebook & Toolkit 

• Funding in 2022-23 Budget Act
• Establish best practices and produce 

documentation to increase transparency 
and alignment of local jurisdiction 
permitting processes to significantly reduce 
barriers for deployment of energy projects

 



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
80

Approach to Developing Guidebook & Toolkit   

• Assess local jurisdictions permitting processes for large-scale 
renewable projects

 • Report on findings 
 

• Develop toolkit that will include
✔ smart practices
✔ approaches for process improvements
✔ strategies that enhances connectivity b/w 

responsible entities
 



 Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development   |   
81

Stakeholder Input 

Survey Link: https://tinyurl.com/go-biz 

Survey QR Code

https://tinyurl.com/go-biz


  

Breakout 3 

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 
CCEC Comments - 8/24

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=94671%26tn=258626%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101917a79f02d-3ee32dbb-0b84-4dad-8a0b-e2c2e99e4d58-000000/VaCfnSJ0DkRbhaM8l9MpcaJw80wBWf1k9tWsk-cQ4oo=367


  

Report Out 

Discussion: Progress on Barriers to Local Climate Action

 

Facilitators briefly report:

● Key points
● What attendees felt needs to happen next



  

2024-2025

June 
SLECC In 

person
CCEC (@ 
San Jose)

Sept
SLECC 
remote

Dec
SLECC 
remote

Mar
SLECC 
remote

Dec 
Regional

REACH IE

Feb
Regional 

TBD
Regional

TBD
Regional

State and Local Coordination & Engagement Needs (2024-2025)

St
at
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id

e 
R

eg
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na
l

What’s Next for SLECC
 



● Stay tuned for more details as convenings 
are planned

● Next meeting date: March 13, 2024

What’s Next?

Thank you for sharing 
your insights!

Contact 
ahacker@civicwell.org

mailto:ahacker@civicwell.org


CCEC’s Phased Approach to Better State & Local Coordination
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Discussion: Planning for the Next Phase of SLECC
 


